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Common· Ground 

The ASSAP Journal of Record 

No.6. 

You will probably notice a.s you read this issue of 'Cc:aaon Ground' - which 
I, with my custau..ry h\Dility consider to be the best yet - that material 
has been sOIIIeWha.t squeezed in. This is unfortunate in a way, because I had 
intended to introduce some graphics and a. more attractive layout with this 
issue but , simply, there was too much good material offered for me to turn 
it downl Even now, I have had to hold over the prarised exorciSIIl case his­
tory; the article on Arthur Guirdha11 and the Cathars has also been delayed, 
but due to the author' s  prior commitment to his publisher; it should be in 
no.7. along, I hope, with a. piece on similarities betlllieen SF novels of the 
first half of this century and later UFO sighting reports. 

'nle next year is going to be a very important one for •coaaon G round ' , a.s 
it is for A.S.S.A.P. With this issue, over ha.lf the a; subs fall due, and 
if yours is among them there will be a. little cross on this line • 
'nlere will also be a. leaflet about a; and 'End Times Bulletin� The"Si:ib. 
ra.te given on it for a; is £.4 within the U.K ., but if you are already sub­
scribing as an A.S .S .A.P. member you can renew, dir;c't to me, for the 
reduced rate of £.3. �. on this leaflet; please make it clear tha.t you a.re 
a nlelllber when you ca��plete it. I very much hope that you will all renew -
and I hope that you will be able to do so as soon as possible. Provided 
this exercise goes well, and. there is a. good response to sane advertising 
I ha.ve organised for the early part of September, there should be sane 
changes for the better in the near future. If I can increase the print-run 
sufficiently, then I can start using typesetting, with all its benefits , 
include proper illustrations , and certainly increase the m.aber of pages. 
Whatever happens ,  there will be one special , double issue during the year, 
in which we will survey the state of paranormal research all over the world, 
with contributions fran many well-known figures. 'nle sooner I know for sure 
how many readers there are going to be, the sooner I can make firm plans. 
So far, support for a; has been excellent; please keep it upl 

**** 
•caaon G round - Studies a.t the fringe of Huaaan Experience• is published 
by Kevin & Sue 1\ot:Clure, 14, Northfold Road, Knighton, Leicester. 
A single issue costs £.1 within the U.K., a. 4-issue subscription £.4. 
Within Europe the sub. for a year is £.6, and outside Europe ,15 or the 
equiva..l:ent, payable in U.S. dollar bills , or International � Order. 

A reduction in the U.K. subscription to •caaon Ground' is one of the 
benefits of membership of the Association for the Scientific Study of 
Anclllal ous Phenomena, A.S .S .A.P. If you would like to obtain further 
information about the aims and facilities of the Association, please 
send an s.a.e. to the Mellbership Secretary, Janice Bagna.ll, at; -
6, Colwyn House, Cosser Street , London, SEl 7BY. Phone 01-928-7531. 
All material used in •ea-on G rourxi' remains the copyright of � authors 
unless otherwise stated. Uncredi ted material is usually by the Editor. 
All opinions contained in contributions are personal ones , and in no way 
reflect a corporate -"t:ti tude or opinion of A.S .s .A .P. 

**** 
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THE VIEW FROM THE GAISBE·RG 
Mltes on the 1982 Salzburg CDlloquilD on 

HlM\N SCIEKES AM> UFO f'HEtO£Nf\. 

At the reception desk there were picture postcards to prove that fraa the 
Gaisberg one can obtain a spectacular panoraiU. of the Salzburg Valley. Alas, 
the four days of the Colloquium were four .davS of fog thick e� to hide the 
bathing pool which looks so tempti119 in the ·brochure but into which none of 
the participants were bold enough to plUJ1Qe. 

�taphorically, however, they plunged boldly into some of the JllOSt chall­
enging depths of ufology, and were rewarded by bei119 able to share a dazzli119 
view of some of its IIOSt puzzlilliJ aspects. For those of us who spend too much 
of our time huddled over our lonely typewriters, worxieri119 is there anyone out 
there who gives a damn for our ideas , get-togethers such as the Salzburg 
colloquita are wonderfully encouragilliJ. Four days of no�top talki119 and 
listening, to people as concerned as yoursel"f, recharges the batteries with 
enthusia5ll and t� up the fuel tank with fresh ideas . 

The emphasis thrQU9hout was on the psychological aspects of ufology, but 
this is not to sUI}geSt that all notions of tFO reality had been abandoned. 
�t of the participants were experienced investigators in their respective 
countries, and none doubted that , underlyilliJ the high-flyi119 hypotheses, was an 
everyday experience to which they must ultimately relate. 

Or. .-\LEX KElL of Vienna set the theme by describi119 work he has carried out 
in conjunction with our own Ken Phillips, showing that witnesses in Milton 
Keynes and in Austria, at least, resporx:l similarly to Rorschach testing for 
witness evaluation, which encourages its suitability as an investigative tool. 
The thene of witness assessment was sustained by I taly ' s  PACJ..D TC6El.l.I , who 
analySed the various factors which intervene between the ' iq>ut ' - the alleged 
sighting experience - and the •output•, the ultimate report of that experience. 
The state of the witness , both i.Daedi.ate and long-term; socio-cultural atti­
tudes of the individual and his milieu; personal rDemOries and antecedent exper­
ience - not only must these be enquired into and allowed for, but so must the 
matter of the image which the witness is WlCOnSciously seeking to present and 
which may distort the way he reports his experiences; and after hilll COllieS the 
investigator, who in turn may coldur his presentation of the case because he . 
would like to be seen as hard-headed, or scientific, or sympathetic, or whatever. 

Such subjective factors are not easily evaluated. HowevP.r, suggested 
Dr. ()(JII J.:X:N)ERI of McGill University, Montreal, signal detection theory offers 
an objective yardstick. A portable tachistoscope, inviting the witness to 
respond to a series of briefly proj ected cards, can in the course of a simple 
15-mi.nute test, which any investigator can soon learn to adrinister, provide a 
tDeasurable i!XIex of the witness ' s  reliability or otherwise as a UFO percipient . 

Professor ALVIN L.AWSa4, of California, also claimed that his birth-traa.aa 
theory is testable and thereby provides investigators with an effective yard­
stick. His claila that UFO abduction a.coounts reflect birth tra&aa experiences 
was probably the IIOSt controversial offered to the colloquilD, but thal*s

. 
to 

his wealth of supporting evidence, few found fault with his basic premises: such 
doubts as were felt related rather to their eY&luation. This , Law&on accepts 
cheerfully: he has no vested interest in his cl.ai.DI, which he would be as happy 
to see falsified as not , for it is the very falsifiability of his theory which 
makes it a step towards putting abduction research on a scientific basis. 

a.AltE MAI..CE of France considered the role of the psychiatrist in tbe face 
of the l'FO phenaaenon. He raised the vexed question - to which, indeed, all 
participants repeatedly returned - whether UFO witnesses have any built-in 
psychological disposition to such experiences. 

It was unfortWlate that Britain' s MAL<XJ..M SCOIT was unable to be present , 
for the abridr}ed version of his paper, which was read to the conference, 
provoked lively controversy. His sUI}geStion that •protection is the name of 
the game ' , defini119 the underlyi119 motivation which raay serve as the stimulus 
to some categories of UFO report, offers a very suggestive line of thought 
which many delegates would have liked to debate with its suggester. 

It also happens to tie in with the ideas presented by another English 
participant , HILARY EVM<6, who drew on the work of two fellow-delegates, 
Lawson and Meheust , in proposilliJ a model to account for abduction reports in 
terms of ' aai.metic proj ection' . He likened the action of the subconscious mind 
in such cases to the insertion of a pre-recorded video-cassette into the real­
time perceptive process of the conscious llli.nd, causi119 the percipient to 
believe he has undergone an actual experience which, in our prevaili119 cultural 
context , is likely to take the form of an abduction scenario, the fine details 
bei119 provided fraa the percipient • s own hopes and halliJ-ups. 

This in turn slotted in nicely with the observations of French author 
BERTRAl'l> fo£HEl5T, whose correlation of UFO reports with pulp science-fiction 
stories has been one of the most stimulati119 contributions to the subj ect in 
recent years . 'nlose who were intrigued by his earlier work will be excited to 
know that he has j ust caapleted a follow-up study which relates UFO reports to 
folklore-related incidents . 

Two other authors of French-language UFO books were present . JACllt£5 
SCXRNAUX of Belgilm, co-author with Christiane Pi ens of A la recherche des 
OVNis, maintained the most resolutely sceptical attitude of any participant 
and ensured that no kite-flyer got too carried away . niiERRY Pil'I>IVIC, author 
of the thought-ProvokiJ1Q Le Noeud Gordien (UFO' s - The Gordian Knot ) was then• 
to confess that since he wrote that book in 1979, he has almost totally revised 
his ideas: we look forward to its successor. 

Develq:>ing and changing ideas are of course an inevitable aspect of ufology • 
and nothing is liable to modify ideas faster than attendance at such a confer -
ence . What was remarkable, however, was the degree to which ideas werP shared. 
Throughout the four days there were no serious disagreements, no head-on colli­
sions of ideas: all criticism was constructive, and for the most part one 
theory complemented another, making this surely the most ha.rmonious UFO confer­
ence ever held. 

At the same time it was a very lively one .  Though all were agreed that the 
psychological element is an essential part of the UFO problem, there were none 
who were prepared to say that the UFO problem is nothing but a psychological 
one, and discussion provoked a variety of ideas as to how the physical and 
psychological dimensions interact . 

AlOJ?9 with the sharing of ideas , it was noteworthy how much the delegates 
shared 1n the way of knowledge and experience. Here were ufologists from 
Franc�, l3elgium and Italy, Austria and England, Canada and the United States, bounc1119 names and cases , reports and theories , fraa one to another across the table, . drawi119 on & caaon frame o� reference. Wlat the participants shared as ufolog�sts was far more significant than any liJ1Quistic or cultural differences that 1111ght separate them . A theory hatched by a ufologist fraa Stoke-on-Trent lllaY be matched by one bei119 born in Sydney or Stockholm: ufology like the t.F'O ' s  themselves , has little respect for political frontiers. 

' 

HILARY EVANS 
• The Proceedings of the Salzburg ColloquiLIII will be published in due course 
by Roberto Farabone, who, together with Francesco Izzo and Alex Keul was 
responsible for briJ1QiJ1Q the conference into being. 

' 
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there are certain articles that have appeared in previous issues which have clearly 
beccDe favourites, and which are mentioned by naa�e lllhen people order back issues .  
"The �lne Position'', by Michael Goss, was one of these, and it i s  interestino to 

note that 1aterial that are closely related to real events and situations are 

generally the better accepted. I feel sure that the followino article, which picks 

up and dr.-elops a I'Uiber of themes that we have mentioned previously, will prove to 
be another such example. 

CHILDREn and the PARAnORmAL 
bq m1chaelliDSS 

There is nothing quite so difficult to create as a� ghost story - and as 

for caring up with an original one, the cxJds are heavily against it. As a genre 

the "s�rnatural story" is locked tight within a canon of narrative conventions 

and its conclusion - even the "shock ending" or "twist in the tail" - is predict­

able, if only for its studied uq>redictability. Stereotyped characters , incidents 

and settings loom large and nowhere more prominently than in those stories written 

with children in mird. 

Yet by all accounts the books sell. Repetition of stock themes is no deterrent 
and may even act in a story ' s favour. Olildren, it would appear, respond not to 
the artifice of the telling but to the very idea of the thing; the plain fact that 
a tale is based round sane kind of haunting, "Tor example, may be recoonendation 
enough. All of which occasionally misleads scae of the more serious researchers 
of these dark and mysterious matters into believing that children ought to be 
"educated" tO<;ards a better unders�anding of psychical research. 

The appeal of the supernatural - the tem preferred amongst the children them­
selves at the expense of the more modern and quasi-scientific '' Paranormal" -
remains reasonably constant throughout their school career; thoUQh predictably 
1110st noticeable in the 11 - 12 age range, it does not wholly succ\Db to the onset 
of scepticism or 1110re material interests during adolescence, and it may even be 
strongest in those approachino "leaving" aQe • And though this interest raay appear 
superficial to adults, it actually goes somewhat deeper than that. 

At the same time, the "experiments" children perform with or upon each other 
- the perennial attempts to contact tile "spirits'.' with glass and cards being a 
C}OOd and familiar instance - are hardly conducted in lllba.t might be styled a 
"scientific" spirit; observance of ritual - like smashing the glass at the end of 
the seance - would be a better expression. The practitioners will explain that 
they do it "to see what will happen" , but they bring to the exercise their pre­
existing beliefs and superstitions which determine how the "Phenomena" wi ll be 
interpreted. For among secondary school children there is a �rooted if 
undefined acceptance of what parapsychologists call the survivalist concept: the 
belief that we survive the act of death and can sametinM!s ca����unicate with the 
living. Psychical researchers have spent over 100 years trying to get watertight 
evidence on this question; kids don ' t  need that sort of evidence, because they 
already "know" the answer. "A' course there• s spi rits," a mature young gentleman 
told me. "I mean - everyone knows that . . • It stands to reason . " 

Faced by this assurance - or what same might term credulity - parapsychol­
ogists occasionally argue that the young should be provided with more solid 
information on the world of psychical research, which ( like any science ) prides 
itself on being a world of observed fact. Yet the children, though responsive to 
the prevailing notion that scientific investigation legitimises the subject it 
enquires into, regard rationalist approaches to the supernatural as in the main 
irrelevant. They frankly disbelieve the often-negative findings of investigators, 
especially where they impinge upon or imply a threat to their preconceptions about 
ghosts. Confronted by one of the Society for Psychical Research' s  reports on an 
apparitional incident - which will typically be brief, inconclusive, and decidedly 
undramatic in character - they nonetheless insist that the old, stereotyped, 
interpretation whereby the ghost is explained as the spirit of a dead person is 
the only one worth thinking about. In vain lright parapsychologists point out that 
belief in apparitions-as-spirits is a folklore tradition corroborated by only a 
handful of cases in their files; that there are other, often more convincing hypo­
theses to explain why people see ghosts, and a great many of these hypotheses to 
boot. The children will listen, but sallehaf the message loses a lot in translation 
fl'Cllll parapsychological j argon. 

Olildren approach the paranormal enthusiastically, we all know, but why? If, 
like many adults, they hope to find in it something which supports their private 
belief-systems, what kind of evidence will they accept? Or again, given the 
undoubted popularity of the subj ect ,  are there grounds for providing more formal 
guidance concernino it? 

I had a brief insight into the answers to these questions when suwly-teaching 
in secondary schools in the Thurrock (SE Essex ) area. A supply teacher is usually 
in an ancna.lous position - half in, half out of the school system - and perhaps my 
case was more ancna.lous than most. I soon found that my reputation as a parapsy-

. chologist had preceded me, thanks to the power of nanour and more particularly to 
an article about my Society for Psychical Research activities in the local paper. 
The journalist had dubbed me the G rays Ghost-Hunter, which beyond gilding the lily 
somewhat struck me as about as good a description as any. 

It wasn' t  too surprising to find myself beset with requests for ghost stories 
and when the time was right - covering an English lesson where the theme was 
germane, perh�s ,  '?r the odd fifteen minutes towards the end of a double period -
I �t alo"? W1 t� 1 t. I told them only the stories of which scientifically­
al1gned boches like the S .P .R. would have approved: accounts (simplified only 
wh�re �essary for the comprehension of my audience ) which according to the refined 
c�1 te�1� of parapsychology were reasonably well-evidenced or authenticated, never 
disgU1s�ng the fact th�t most r�al-life apparitional encounters lack the neat , tidy 
conclus1ons and narrat1ve flour1shes of their far more melodramatic fictional 
counterparts. I gave them a few current research theories to think over as well. 
Had the';' ev�r heard that scae scientists believed ghosts to be mental pictures 
(halluc1nat1ons ) rather than physical objects and/or spirits of the departed? Or 
that others . explained certain cases in tems of telepathy, waking dreams, or even 
malobservat1on • • • • 

Beyond everything else, I tried to stress the basic "normalitY" of research into 
the parano� - even at the risk of boring my audience. Perhaps unrealistically, I wanted t� d1Sabuse them of the hallowed imaQe of the psychical researcher ,  becloaked and myst1c, who armed only with crucifix and book of arcane lore wrestles against unholy

_
powers befo�e a backdrop courtesy of Hammer Films. I wanted them to see that the "Cinderella Sc1ence" as one of its chief practi tiorY..!rS has aptly called it was 

�t all about exo�cisms or magic circles, indeed if :. i. >as anything whatever t� do W1th. th�. In th1S I had partial success. Cbviously Mr. Goss didn' t fit the Peter 
CUsh1ng � · th� there was s�picion that anyone, however ostensibly normal, must. be a tr1fle we1rd to engage 1n that kind of work. It was hard for them to 
credit that the world '?f psychical research was as sanbre as I described it. Perhaps 
Mr: Goss was o�y. tell1ng half the story? Maybe other real-life investigators had 
enJoyed more f1tt1ngly bizarre adventures , closer to those they ' d  read about in the Armada ghost books? 
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�rall, the response was fascinating: attention (often of the rapt variety) 
lliniJI&l interruptions, a willingness to "get SOIIething" out of what they were 
heari�. At the same time, though, the listeners were slightly puzzled as to why 
the scientists fowxi difficulty in "explaining" ghosts . TO those who already 
believed in such things - arowxl � or _,re on averaqe per class - it was pretty 
evident that ghosts were spirits of the dead, full stop . It wasn't that they �re 
incapable of entertaining any alternative idea: it was .erely that the alternat1ves 
didn' t �ress thaa. The .,re ''Psychological" interpretations gave the older ones 
pause for thought, but the survivalist preference or preconception soo� reasserted 
itself. Yet it isn' t fair to say that when confronted by the speculat1ons of 
science the children retreated into the more familiar realms of gothic fiction. 
Aside !reD being .,re dramatic and a good deal less COIIPlicated than explanations 
founded on psychological niceties and theorisation, the survivalist hypothesis -
as IK)St psychical researchers concede - has SOBte measure of evidence to support it, 
at least with regard to a number of cases . So perhaps the kids were right, after 
all. 

11\is state of uncertainty concerni� causes is integral to parapsychology and 
is a powerful criticism of any move tp set up"the science as a legitimate �ubject 
for the future school curriculum. (And it ' d  be a curriculum of the very d1stant 
future, at that). While a few researchers may decry the lack of solid information 
aade available to children in this area, the facts remain that , (a) there is little 
by way of solid information which the science can offer to schoolgoers and (b) in 
any case, they may prefer a less circumscribed approach as purveyed by the fiction 
and folic beliefs to which they are exposed. 

Parapsychology on the secondary school curricullD is an inconceivable prospect, 
and for many reasons . Even allowing the subject saae validity ( which many won ' t) 
and stepping round the accusation that so amorphous or all-embracing a discipline -
with its relationships to aspects of nuclear physics, sociology, history and 
abnor:Dal psychology, to name but a few - would demand too much prior knowledge for 
anyone beneath graduate level to tackle, there is the prime objection that psychical 
research has no coherent body o£ facts to i.napa.rt . The Society for Psychical 
Research painstakingly disclaims any corporate opinion, which means that within its 
rat*s ccmai tted believers in the paranormal can jostle elbow to elbow with persons 
who scathingly disbelieve the existence of anything of the kirxt. Their ca1110n 
ground is , or should be, a desire to obtain scientifically-viable evidence in 
support of their views, or even �ainst them. Unluckily, and despite its ratio� 
alist objectives, psychical research is notoriously prone towards subjectivity in 
its assessments of phenomena; the most trifling incident can give rise to a 
multitude of interpretations , pro and con. ntis lack

' 
of consensus opinion 

effectively undermines any suggestion that parapsychology has reached a point where 
its tenets can be passed on to children . Just .tlat �those tenets? 

The method, aa.es the reply: you should teach the methodology of research into 
the paranormal, thereby developing the child's critical :faculties. After all, 
science isn' t j ust data, it ' s  an approach to life; any science sets out to explore 
and definitions only cc:ae later. Ignoring the problem that most of parapsychology ' s  
research methods are rather improvis.ational and that :few are universally employed 
by investigators, it is still questionable whetHer any secondary science subject 
could justify itself :for long without a back-up of hard :facts to support its theses. 
i\l:bi.ttedly scae o£ the"facts" taught to school-children are o£ dubious validity; 
quite· a few ceased to merit the name outside school teXtbooks several years ago. 
None the less , a subject - and especially a science subject - needs hard data s�cribed 
scribed to by consensus expert opinion if it is to be taken seriously: parapsy-
chology is lacking that desired CXIIIIIOdi ty. 

Protean, mercurial, it is still looking for an Einstein to make 'iense of it . 
Take telepathy, for instance, the most rigorously tested and scienti:ficcU.ly analysed 
of all paranormal phenomena. Arguably, no other variety of psi event has received 
so much heavyweight appraisal, yet even within the most infomed echelons of the 

parapsychology establis!Dent there is no agreeaent as to whether it actually exists 
and ( among those who believe it does) still less agreement as to how it functions. 
Here too the methodology is variable rather than standardised and as yet unable to 
conform to that much-talked-of mean, the Repeatable experiment . nte basic flaw is 
that psychical research, unlike other sciences , cannot profess to deal in proofs, 
only in evidence. Again, 111any of the ' 'Proofs" foun:l in secondary school physics 
and cheai.stry are really inferences frca experiments j udged "right , within the 
limits of experimental error'' , but • 

Needless to say, the "credulity'' displayed by children is only a more c:once� 
trated or obvious manifestation of that which applies to most adults . nri.s may 
explain how and why psychical research is stil l ,  spaslllOdically but always falsely, 
portrayed as a trafficking with the powers of darkness . In turn, this antique 
accusation is a product of the age-old confusion between occultiSIII and science and 
occasionally it erupts in the form of parental protest over what their children are 
taught at school; anything evocative of the supernatural is immediately suspect and 
may be blamed for mental ailments as disparate as nightmares and depression. In 
one lc;.cal case, exception was taken to a proj ect question which comprised about 
one-sixteenth of an English assignaent sheet entitled Mystery and Imagination, and 
a concerned clergyman arrived to contest with the Head of Department the "suitab­
ili ty'' of encouraging yotmg children to perform the pseudo-ESP test known as 
c:olour...guessing.-

Perhaps the protesting parents feel that such "experiments" may betray the 
pupils into an unhealthy interest in the Other WOrld which has a detrimental effect 
on their overall mental equilibrium: a view with which most of us can sympathise, 
though we may feel the dangers are exaggerated. Equally probable, though, is the 
suspicion that the obj ection stems frcn the parents• own fear of the Unknown, 

.PArticularly the credo that psychical research lays one open to invasion by evil 
spirits and/or Satan. 

This protective monitoring of what goes on in school is all very well ,  but it 
ignores the fact that the love of.·worxter and the search :for entertainnent that is 
"a bit different" will quite likely lead the very same children to experiment with 
less palatable forms of "phencnena" out of school hours . "Sir, have you ever done 
the ouij a?'' I was frequently asked, as if no-one who had not could rightly ca11 
himself a ghost-hunter. Yes , I replied, and I ' d not caamend it to anytxxiy .  Not so 
much because Spiritualists say it only attracts low, nasty spirits who may hang 
aroun:l afterwards to give you a bad time; nor because psychologists believe it may 
cause harmful repercussions in the vulnerable minority. Mainly, it • s superbly 
boring and ( frcn a research standpoint) it proves next to nothing .  

waste o f  breath. Hal£ o f  them h ad  already "done" the ouij a - for a laugh, of 
course - and others were doubtless to follow sui t  before they were much older. 
Calling the ouija a damnable al liance with Evil or a quite negligible contribution 
to what we know of autcnatisms ( unconscious muscular action) carried no conviction. 
ntey•d either try it or they wouldn't, regardless of my advice and strictures. And 
those veterans of the glass and letters who'd already tried it didn't agree that it 
was boring - not a bit of it . To the contrary it was great, good, ace, kushti: 
very exciting, that is . 

Scan the popular Sundays :for a month or so and you' 11 probably find ample 
evidence that improved ouija boards are high on the average adolescent• s list of 
t�:filling devices . ' 'Vicar warns schoolboys • •  Dangers of the Occult • •  Trifling 
W1 th Unknown Forces"; the articles also provide :fuel :for those who stress the mental 
�.spiritual perils of psychic experimentation. Allowing :for media inflation, the 
�ncl.dents - alway� . 

extreme ones and .!:!21 typical of the average teenage seance - do 
Ulply that the OW.Ja can be a problem, albeit ( arguably) a much lesser one than 
glue-sniffing or chicken scratch . 
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� it's doubtful whether representing the �Ja as the tool of Satan will 
discourage its use aiiM)ng children; indeed, for sa.e that kind of verdict will 
only add to its appeal. Nor is "corrective" talk of automisms likely to carry 
liUch -iQht, since the experimenters hold a prior conviction - aU9D'!nted by 
their reading, as in adolescent picture-papers - that it is the spirits who move 
the glass, not unconscious muscular action. Perhaps we ought to accept, however, 
that no ���atter how firm the group CCIIIIli tment may be at the time of the "seance", 
the attraction is only temporary. The ouija is likely to have only transitory 
glamour , simply because the children involv� have too many other distractions to 
occupy their time. It's Wlfortunate that in isolated cases a combination of 
subconscious nervousness and other factors make the first experiment sometimes the 
one which does the damage, reinforcing the "psychic peril" lobby's objections to 
parapsychology as a whole. 

More or less the same goes for the playground hypnotists. 'nlere can be few 
children who haven't at some time or another dangled a shiny object in front of 
a frierxi • s eyes "to see if it worked'' and - by the law of averages - occasionally 
it did. For it takes less than IIIOderate skill to put a suitably susceptible 
person into a trance; the real talent lies in understanding what happens when 
you've jone so. �less to say, panic scaetinles ensues - either in the subject 
or the :typnotist; 1110re rarely a mini-disaster follows. The reason for these 
exper�ts is obvious: curiosity. Their source of inspiration: 1110st likely, 
sa��ethi � on r. V. , but perhaps a f alllily visit to see a stage hypnotist in action 
at the local theatre. Such was the IIIOdel for the eleven-year-old Sheffield school 
boy who, accordi� to the Surxiay �of 9 July 1978, put a girl first into a 
trance and then in to hospital. 

Contrary to the publicity afforded to such extreme incidents - and perhaps 
contrary to the still-widespread suspicion towards hypnosis itself - these transi­
tory phases of school yard experimentation seldca result in ha.rm. Watching two 
schoolgirls, probably first �ear, whiling away a long, crowded bus-ride by giving 
each o��er suggestibility tests identical to those used by professional hypnotists, 
I askee :nyself if they really appreciated the force behind what they were doing -
but the question was really beside the point. To them it was fun to get their 
friend's harxis glued together by a sort of pre-teen aagic, but that was as far as 
it went. 

The two girls on the bus si.IJIIIed up what .:>st school..:children feel about the 
��lenges of the Unknown. It's a bit of fun, it's mil�y anti-authority (in that 
they feel adults would disapprove of it). On the other hand, it wasn't necessarily 
something they'd like to learn about in class. 'nle belief that you are the personal 
envoy of "higher powers" (e.g. a spirit) or that you possess secret abilities (e.g. 
to hypnotise) not CCIDIDOn to your fellow man has an important effect of boosting your 
self-image - a very potent force in the young. If this conflicts with what the 
scientists have to say about the psychic world, then it's only oa.mon sense to 
i9nore ��e scientists, who usually can't give you a plain statement of fact about 
anythi� that's really interesting. If people disapprove, so much the better -
and in any case, they don't urderstand that it's just messing about. 

In � respects children have an advantage dYer most scientists: they retain 
the pc:JMer to suspend disbelief during the seances, to <XIIIIli. t themselves to possib­
ilities. nte aajority of psychical researchers try to do the same, but find they 
cannot; the critical faculty won't take a back seat. Above all, the young can 
cheerfully "COIIpartmentalise" their psychic adventures, removing themselves frcn 
the reach of adult rationality for a time and usually returning none the worse to 
it afterwards. Thus the psychic realm is at once their escape-route and a place in 
its own riQht. Again, few adults can aake this transition so successfully; real 
life is too intrusive, only children can tolerate the contradiction between the 
greyness of everyday existence and the alluring colours of the Other WOrld. The 
catch-all phrase for their temporary flight fraa; this reality is "a bit of a laugh". 

It would be pleasant to introduce children formally to the scientific study 
of the paranormal, yet in scae senses they know more about it than we do. They 
sense, for example, that at root it is inexplicable, and while a few of us are 
puzzling over all the alternatives they actually revel in the confusory nature 
of the business. Some researchers into experimenter effect have postulated that 
psi tends to be what you want it to be, fact or fraud: children have known that 
for years. And it is unrealistic to ask children to think critically about a 
subject on which we have very few concrete, well-evidenced ideas - and most of 
those open to dispute. 

Olildrens' love of the supernatural, either in the form of creaking, jaded 
ghost stories or the triviality of the ouija is perhaps a positive sign: an affir­
aation of growing curiosity in a world which has circumscribed outlets for curia­
si ty, an anti-rationalist statement, and possibly an anti-societal one, too. It 
is an exercise in imagination, not a sortie into the dry, cold, almost scientific 
world of the parapsychologist. 

ODDDDDDDDDDDD 

A PEACEFUL POLTERGEIST 

The following, intriguing item comes from the front page of the Church 
of England newspaper, the Church Times, of 30.7.82. 

A small, humble symbol of peace lay on the high altar of St. Paul's 
Cathedral during the Falkland Islands service on Monday 1110rning, unseen 
by the vast congregation. 
It was placed there by the Dean, the Very Rev. Alan Webster, who had 
told of its strange story when he preached in the Cathedral the day 
before. 
The symbol was just a little souvenir medal with a picture of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on a red ribbon; but it came from the National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Luj an, Argentina - which was visited by the Pope recently - and 
there may be more to it than meets the eye. 
The unknown woman who posted it to Dean Webster was given it by a 
friend from Buenos Aires years ago. In the letter she sent to the Dean 
she wrote: "It lay WlWOrn, out, when they started fighting, I put it on, 
and told everyone it would only came off when they stopped. It was my 
symbolic prayer for peace. 
"The eveni"? of the c�ase-fire I was changing my clothes, and cooking, 
when someth1ng shot w1th great velocity across the room and landed behind 
my bed. It wasn• t the jewellery I was wearing, so I forgot it and had 
supper. 
"An hour or so later, when the cease-fire was announced on T.v., I felt 
gratefully for my beloved medal to take it off. It had gone - and lay 
face downwards behind my bed. Startled and humbled by this pointed 
acceptance of my act of peace, I reflected on the inner dynamism of 
symbolism, particularly those symbols we choose ourselves. 
"I'm now rather in awe of this little medal and would like to offer it to 
you for the altar, or your pocket, at that service as a link between 
nations - �fferent religious expressions of the s� God. Our Lady will 
look after 1t." 

DDDDDDDDDDDDD 
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ThouQh this quarter has oot brought forth an issue of 'Fortean Times' , unashamedly 

ay favourite JUQAZine, I ana convinced that I have never seen quite such an output 

in three =-onths. BeariBJ in mind just how loBJ it takes to put even the smallest 

magazine together (and don't I know it) the standard and quantity of publications 

is allla.Zing. I can only apologise to those that I can't find rOOlll to include, but 

would encourage all of you to send for whatever you can afford. Somehow, a steady 
flow of enquiries-and subs makes it all worthwhile, and� these magazi�s, 
beariBJ in mind the less than constructive attitude of publishers to our subJect, 
there would hardly be any callllwrication between us. So, let me present 

ABSTRACTS 
AFU Newsletter. �ril 1962. Now almost entirely in English this is a very good 

way to find out about utology in the surprisingly advanced Scandinavian countries • 
In this issue, �ide fran case reports, there is an expose of an .AIIIerican story_ 
regarding a Swedish Air Force military chase of a UFO, proven most effectively to 
be an outright hoax� Also a quite amazing interview with Juri Lina, who has had 
several articles on Soviet siC}htings published in FSR . Juri tells of how, tha.B<s 
to his L'FO interest, he was persecuted and threatened by the Kj8 and eventually 
had to flee the country by entering into a set-up marriage to a Finnish girl to 
get him out of their grasp. Living now in Sweden he continues to investigate, 
research and campaign for freedaD. But he is still not safe. His life has 
already �n threatened by a Kj8 agent who attended a lecture. If they ever make 
a film about the life of any ufologist, surely Juri should be the subjectl There 
is also a very valuable full bibliography of published articles in English 
refer ant to Soviet UFO' s. write to; PO Box 11027 5-600 Norrkoping 11 Sweden 23. 

Ancient Skil ls & Wisdcm Review. No.lS. Soppy title - it's really, as always, an 
intelligent and worthwhile collection of reviews and abstracts from publications 
covering ::�uch the same field as a:;, written by a journalist of standing in his line 
and ours. ::.2 p.a. fran Paul Screeton, 5, Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool, 
Cleveland, r525 2.-U'. 

Broad Spe<:t:l.lll. :-«>.1. Though the editor of this new and useful mag. is said to 
be Ar-thur Senior, I • m sure I detect the hand of MaQda Graham here. Primarily a 
collection of reviews , it is leavened by short and intelligent articles, with a 
lllild new aqe/pagan bias, letters, aild interesting ads . Many thanks for the kind 
remarks about GG; if the N.o.w. sends for a copy, I hope it cambusts spontaneously 
in their in-trayl Quarterly, SOp fraa Hamilton House, 30, Coop St. Blackpool, Lancs . 

Bunkers r.'nder London by Nigel P ennick. Not a journal, as such, but Nigel Pennick is 
an old favourite, and many of us are interested in railways and other forms of 
transpon, and more in a good mystery. The author translates this callbination into 
action in this follow-up to 'Tunnels under London'. A beautifully researched, 
detailed, illustrated study, historical and conteaporary, including insights into 
official reactions to wars and ri.DOurs of same. Excellent value at £1 fraa the 
author at 1�, Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 8SD. 

Cllristian Parapsychologist. June 1982� CP never lets you down; even without any 
articles, its letters and reviews would be worth hiving. Here, however, is Renee 
Haynes on the intriguing subject "Are unusual pttenc.ena signs of holiness?'' 
treating on Rasputin, Manning, and a m.aber of more traditional • religious' psychics. 
Well-argued and evidenced, the an&wer given is "No". I wish the followers of Sai 
Baba would read it. Sample issue 60p fraa a:PSS, St.Mary Abchurch, Abchurch Lane, 
London, EC�"i 7BA. 

Flyin;z Saucer Review. Vol.27. No.6. A slight improvement this time, but ·mainly due 
to a oamprehensive report on the extraordinary Rendlesham Forest case, a really odd 
possible CE3, compiled by Jenny Randles. I was in on the early, naour-ridden stages 
of this cose, and while there waa plenty of SIIIOke, I don't think anyone yet has been 
and found the fire. Otherwise, much the same menu as usual. Much agonising about 
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the 1954 B.O.A.C. Labrador siC}hti1'11} as if it really matters, now, in 1982. A 
Soviet satellite case: aoother 1954 siC}hti1'11}: and two reprints fraa other journals, 
one in translation. At least the Editor has had the courage to print adverse 
0011111ents by Ian Mrzyglod. Ma,ybe better things are on the way; they certainly need 
to be. Bi-GOnthly, £6.90 p.a. fraa FSR P ublications Ltd, west Malling, Maidstone, 
Kent. It's worth supporting, but do press for a new outlook, while subscribing. 

International UFO Reporter. May/June 1982. This bi-monthly glossy publication is 
the new regular outlet for Q.JFa; and has many similarities with Britain's 'P robe 
Report', except that I .U.R. (edited by Allen Hynek) is almost exclusively devoted 
to aJFC5 case histories. Some excellent investigations are fully presented in this 
typical issue, with well laid out factual data, maps, photos of the site, etc. 
There are also often scientific and trigonometric drawings to enable specific 
calculations to be made. \\ben an identification is found it is given space. This 
is a very worthy venture, reflective of how FSR was in the good old days. For 
information on l5 UFO case histories it cannot be bettered. Sub. is $20 (surface) 
and $25 (air mail), fraa P .0. Box 1621, Lima, C'tlio, U.S.A. 

Lamp of Thoth. Vol.2. No.4. Described by the News of the World as a "lump of 
filth" (since when its circulation has healthily increased), this is certainly 
aoother controversial issue, and invaluable, too. Always the most telling of the 
Pagan/Magic/Witchcraft journal� with a hiC}h and literate stazxia.rd of contribution, 
this issue has much to say about the N.o.w. "investigation" into "the occult" in 
the U.K. , and the lies, deception, and outright fraud utilised by the reporters in 
preparing it. Magda Graham, a contributor to a:;s, was among those deeply upset by 
the lies told about her in the paper, and her camnents are touching. It is most 
unfortunate that at a time when the N.o.w. has made a conscious, 'and laudable 
decision to treat 'parapsychology' in an adult and constructive manner ( and for 
this thanks to Maureen Lawless), other reporters are treating 'believers•, with 
much the same essential views, as if they were pimps or drug-dealers, and ruining 
lives and relationships in the process. Lamp of Thoth is oot kids'stuff, it is 
oot naive, or cuddly, or New Age, and oor is it for the faint-hearted. However, 
I would urge you to try this issue, complicated � the story is, if only to see 
how outsiders are treated, even now, by saae representatives of a Sunday national. 
Single issue is £.1. 75 fraa 4 - 8, Burley Lodge Road, Leeds, LS6 la'. 

Magc?nia. No.9. Nigel Watson on Urology and Rananticism (erudite, is Nigel), John 
Harney looks at the relation between theory and belief in • Deserts of Arid Specu­
lation', and Ian Cresswell and Granville Oldroyd have a neat stab at 'Close 
Encounters and Dream States' • Also 5 pages of the rather boring IN!CAT ufolog; 
I'd have more faith in it if I felt that any of the Editorial team believed in 
UF01s1 Anyway, subscribe now to receive the special abduction/regression/birth 
tra1.111a issue. Ridiculously cheap at £.2 for 4 issues fran one of our highest 
ufologists, John Ri.uaer, at 64, Alric Avenue, New Malden, Surrey. 

Ley Hunter. No.93. Just arrived, ruining my alphabetical order. You don't get 
to oo.93 1.n this field without being good, and TI..H is good . Aoother excellent 
issue, running to 40 pages, with masses of regular features, coamentaries, and 
reviews, plus articles on The Merry Maidens, � Zealand Earth Mysteries, and 
Avebury, 'The Dancing Stones•. P aul Devereux, the Editor, has a corker of a book 
COIIliBJ up, entitled EAR11i LIGHTS, which praaises to be the first intelligent 
attempt to explore the links between UFO's, the earth itself, and earth mysteries; 
keep an eye out for it. 'nle magazine is available at £3.75 for 3 issues fraa 
P .O.Box 13, Welshpool, Powys, Wales. 

Malaysian UFO Bulletin. No.4. This litho publication is edited by Ahnad J � 
luetin, in English. Ahmad has had several articles published in F'SR .  I t  is a 
useful insiC}ht to happenings in a part of the world rarely heard of in UFO terms. 
The current issue includes a larC}e maber of case reports fraa the islands in the 
area, including abductions and a physical trace event where the witness's hair 
fell out 1 (including photographs) l1lere is also a major discussion on the 
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relationship between tFO' s and earthquakes . There is no subscription, but serious 
researc:twrs llaY be able to obtain copies (especially on exchange) frcn Ahmad at ; -
Malcaal DiaQDOSa, Veterinary Dept , Kuantan, Pahang, Malaysia. 

!«..� L'FO J ournal .  April 1982 .  Still the best US t.FOzinc I receive, this i s  a 
particularly good issue, with Wanderer ' s  ' Birth Trauma• article ( see ' Closing 
raaarlcs ' ) , 'Are Abductions Pre-Arranged' ( are they what? KM) , Ufology in I taly, 
'What do 1111! want fraa Contactees? ' , several full case reports , and a report on the 
1982 S�i\D. Monthly, $16 p. a. from �. 103, Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas 
781 55, U.S -�. 

New Times. No.4. The Positive News J ournal . I ' ve  been a little remiss in not 
finding this till recently . A London-based, professionally-produced New NJe 
journal ,  that to judge frail the developnent evident in the first few issues will 
·90 places . �tiJristic, healing and holistics oriented, it is available at 60p 
from 188, Old Street, London, Eel .  

CEEAP Journal & Centre update. I ssues no.1.  These two new publications are the 
long-awai ted product of CEEAP ( formed fran the merger of FtJFCR and MAPIT ) . As such 
they replace UFO InsiC}ht and Skywatch, .both resPected magazines . tlflilst it is 
sanewhat wtfair j udging on first issues ( notoriously hard to obtain first articles 
for ) these do leave a feeling of disappointment . Centre update is to slim Skywatch 
style, but is really j ust a list of books ,  plus a very odd and hard to figure-out 
selected list of abstracts . It is only to be offered to subscribers in future if 
specifically requested . CSEAP J ournal is the main offering, a very neat 1 �  A4 
litho effort . Unfortunately the content this t:ille is thin. Bertil Kuhleman 
writes about Proj ect tliD ( the Scandinavian canputer proj ect ) and Wi. l liam Spaulding 
about GSW c:auputer-enhancement photographic techniques ; but both articles have been 
published many times elsewhere in revised fo:rms . There is a useful reprint ( !ran 
• nursing �rror • ) of Or .Keith Hearne• s critique of the validity of hypnosis ( already 
abst racted at sane length in a:; ) . However, we will hope that more canpeti tion in 
the serious UFO field will mean further improved standards . 

Probe Report . Vol . 3 .  No . 1 .  An issue fundamental to serious research of aerial 
phenanena. It contains the 14 pages of Hilary Evans ' s  seminal "Balls of Light" 
essay ( see ' Closing Remark!�) Any ufologist worthy of the name should have a copy of 
this item. �t roam for much else, but some intelligent reviews , letters , and a 
C}OOd • case closed' by a UFOIN investigator who works at the Royal Greenwich 
<bservatory. Sub. is still only £.2 • .50 for 4 issues from 1 6, Marigold Walk, Ashton, 
Bristol, 853 2PO ( also available wi th BUF<RA JIIEIIIbership for only £.1 p .a. extra) . 

Psychic News .  An increasing trend is evident towards trying to prove that good 
old-fashioned physical medi.tEShip is around again, but sad to say it all appears 
to be hears ay, with even a respected stage magician being prepared to accept the 
veracity of ' apports • received in pitch darkness .  Low point o:f recent issues came 
on 31 . 7.82, where Paul McElhoney ' s  guide Ceros is reported as having gone to an 
unidentified pet-shop in Manchester , accompanied by a spirit child named Bonny, 
where he bought two Koi carp wh eh were then apported into the fish-tank of PN' s 
corresporxient . All of this,  of course, is about as likely as soldiers growing 
out of dragon' s  teeth, but it gets worse . Ceros is reported as CCllllllencing the 
CXXlSequent seance by saying "My Bonny ' s  fish lie aver the ocean" . This is not the 
stuff of which survival proof is made. Nonetheless , PN is essential reading ;  one 
day, one of these stories will be verified. It is available price 18p through 
your local newsagent and (possibly due to a misWlderstanding of the word • terminus • )  
at London' s lllainline railway stations . 

Sangreal . Vol . 5. No . 3. An impressive issue, concentrating on the growth of, the 
concept of raagic in western society . Also, analytical psychology, palmistry , and 
the meaning of the Sangreal . The editors also arrange outings for interested 
readers . 73p an issue from 1 ,  St .Martin • s  Court , Chickerell Rd, Weymouth, Dorset . 
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Society for Psychical Research J ournal .  June 1982. Better yet, I •m deliC}hted 
to say; John Beloff deserves considerable applause. EiC}ht separate, intelligible 
features , including precognition of a sea disaster, lucid dreams , siC}hted hands , 
and Eusapia Palladino, plus excellent reviews , and even a letter by me (KM) . I 
really must pay my subl Contact The Secretary, SPR, 1 ,  Adam & Eve Mews ,  London, \tof3 .  

tFO Research Review. No t  much reviewing o f  lFO research at all,  but editor Bob 
Morrell ,  ufology ' s answer to Benson Herbert , goes on and on at great length about 
ASS/lP .  Heaven knows why, considering his utter scepticism. Wha-t next? Uri 
Geller on Thanas Paine? Available from 433, Meadow Lane, NottinC}ham. If the 
editor thinks you• re important eno\X}h, he' 11 probably send you a copy freel 

Frail ' BUZZ' magazine, August 1982. 

One of the latest obscure sects to 
appear in the United States of 
America has been nicknamed by out­
siders as 'The Garbage Eaters ' • 
The strange cult ,  led by a character 
named Brother Evangelist, spend 
their time hitching rides from state 
to state, sleeping in empty houses , 
beating their wcmen and children, and 
scrounging for scraps of food from 
dustbins and dumps . The Citizens 
Freedanl Foundation, an Alnerican group 
formed to fiC}ht the influence of 
destructive cults , have claimed that 
the 'Garbage Eaters ' are very dangerous . 

ilullrtin 

Em TIMES BUI..l.ETI N  

The first issue of this new 16-page 
magazine came out in August . It has 
been warmly greeted by reviewers and 
read�rs alike. No . 1 . has articles 
by Kevin Mc:Clure, the editor, J enny 
Randles , and Andy Collins , together 
with items !ran all over the world. 
Subj ects include the prophecies of 
Nostradamus , The Rapture ( the 
removal of Christians !ran the earth 
prior to the Tribulation) , and 666 

and the Mark of the Beast .  No.2.  
will be out in late SeptEmber . If  
you are interested in the end of the 
world send £1 ($4) for a 2 - issue 
sub . to Kevin McClure, 14, Northfold 
Road, Knighton, Leicester. 
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I .u bom several ,.ars after the end of t.he l»t .ar, and it is illpossible that 
1 should be able to undentand what it is like to live in a country involved in 
full-scale _conflict, with a constant threat to life, hcae, and loved ones. But I 
do thiJ* that, in view ot the tensions and apprehensions of the past twenty years, 
I c:.n to ._ extent appreciate what it .ust have been like to live in Britain in 
the t-wlw .:xrths or so i.-diately before th. outbreU. of war on Septeaber 3rd, 
1939. I hope so, �· bec&use there is no doubt that the wishes, dreaas,  and 
failures briefly catalogued in this article were closely dependent on what was 
90ing on in the public aind in that ·fearful year; and I do not want to seen insen-
sitive in presentin;» 

� Keviri JHCGluN 

"For S<JDe years now I have told you there will be no war in your country, and 

repeat there will be no war," declared \��lite Halk, guide of K&thleen Barkel , in 

a tranc» address at the Queen' s Hall, London, on Sunday. "But the unregenerate, 

those who deny God, must 90 their way." 
So ran the lead story in •Psychic News' on 19.3 .38,  next to an a.ccount of rema.rks 
aade by Silver Birch, the spirit guide of the ·Swa.fferJaarba.nell ha'De circle, made 

.bile the Gemans "were aassin;» on the frontier, ready for their lll&l'ch on Vienna." 

The period between the two world wars had been one of good fortune for the 
religion of Spiritualism. The demonstration of physical mediumship, now so rarely 
claimed and proven, was quite CCDIDOn, &nd widely witnessed a.nd ph'?t�r&p�ed. The 
bere&YaiM!flts of the Great war had provided a ready support for Sp1n tu.al1sm, and 
Spiritua.liSII had not failed those who sought its help. Guides, of individual� or 
circles, were powerful and important figures, with a different role and funct1on . 
than that I have observed since I bec.vlle involved in Spiritualim in 1969. Now, 1t 
is seldaa that a named guide will make a public statement that is .are than �rely 
philosophical, and it is interesting to consider the output of Ceros, !he gu1de of 
Paul Mc:El.honey, in this light . In the 1930' s the pronouncements of gu1des were 
specific and wide-r�ing, not above politics and world affairs. 

An:! they received excellent publicity, too. Then, Spiritualism had two full­
scale weekly newspapers on wide public s.ale. 'n* names, ' Psychic News : • a.nd ' 'hiD  
.arlds' are still of course, fa���iliar ,  though then they were under different and 
dispara�e editors.

' 
But what they clearly had in CXI'DOI1 was a will��s

. 
to 

feature prarinently specific predictions and prophecies made by sp1n t gU1des • 
And, too, an ovennelllling concern with the fear of war a.nd its inlplications. 

In •Psychic New' on 14. 1 .39, Silver Birch .as quoted as making an uneq':'ivocal 
statement , in his "first sitting since Christmas, when he &tte� the fes!1val of 
9Uides in the spirit world which is held twice & year." The art1cle runs 1n part, 
"Silver Birch then uttered his p�ecy about dictators . " In  al l the hours of 
darkneSs he went on "when it seellled that there was no hope , no glitm�er in the sky, 
we said ;0 you that �e who see through the eyes of the spi rit were quite confident 
that there would be no war and that the clouds would lift ,  a.nd we pointed to the 
signs that heraldPd a new world. I repeat these .ords to you� for you &re j ust 
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begirwdng to see the signs yourselves . It is true that there are still dark clouds 
that prevent the swt of the new day frf»A shining in your aidst, but they will be 
dispersed and you will see the fla«J of freedaa planted once again in countries 
.here it has been absent for too long." 

01 7. 1 .39, while it was perhaps still possible to believe that the intentions of 
Hitler and Mussolini were not wholly evil, 'Psychic News' led with n.o more prophe­
cies . The first, frf»A Spiritualist National Union President Frank T .Slake, said -
"In t.he darkened skies, filled with the clouds of war, even now aay be seen & rift 
through which the light of Peace is dialy shef". ling its rays . that rift will spread 
during the CXDing year and the radiant light will shirw upon a .orld bathed in the 
glories of Peace before the year 1939 ha.s passed." 
The second caaae fraa Red Cloud, the guide of failed llledha EStelle Roberts .  "He" , it 
was said, had correctly forecast that the crisis of September 1938 would pass .  
"At this sta«Je he aade his p� of the Crisis, with & reminder of his message 
given during the black weeks of September that there would be no war. ''We have 
returned fraa the spirit world to succeed and not to fail,"  he declared 
"There will be three upheavals duriNJ 1939", he said. But, like the apostle of old, 
he went on, "I see a new heaven a.nd & new earth." 

01 1 5. 3.39, GerDW1Y invaded Czechoslovakia. Prague was occupied, and the country 
diSIIIembered. A week later, Menel was taken over, and on the last day of the month, 
Britain extended a unilateral guarantee to Poland in the event of German aggression. 
Ckl 7 .4 . 39 - Good Friday - I talian troops invaded Albania, a.nd on April 28th Hitler 
cancelled the Angl�erman Naval Agreement of 1935, and the German-Polish non -
aggression aQreement of 1934. 

WE WAN! PEACE 

The editorial in ' Two  Worlds '· of 5.5.39, presumably written by the Editor, 
Ernest w.O&ten, is titled "We Want Peace'' , and says , ''We have. not the slightest 
doubt that people in the spirit world are doing their best to influence the world 
in {&\lOUr of peace. There are no war-like elements over there." 

Ckl May 22nd Germany and Italy signed the ' Pact of Steel ' . J apan was asked to 
join the alliance. Increasingly ,  the British public was convinced that appeasement 
was & failure, and that war was inevitable. Nonetheless,  the messa«Je of the 
certainty of peace was echoed by guides and medillllls all over the country, &ixi I 
think it is the hand of the ever-confident Maurice Barbanell that comments in the 
July 22nd • Psychic News • , 
"A reader takes us to task for a.chi tting that spirit guides are not infallible. They 
declare that they are htaan, still, and are liable to error . 
At the sa���e time, I am confident there is no possibility of error when the prophecy 
is so unanimous . Fraa every well-known guide and fraa home circles all over the 
.orld there has come the assurance that never aQain will England be involved in war. 
While individual spirits are fallible when dealing with lesser issues, I refuse to 
believe in the possibility of a .tstake in this particular instance." 
The s..- issue features another piece which I think is by the s.-e author; 
"Q\ly by seeing what is &head can the spirit guides say what is to cx:ae. 'nM!y do not invent p�ecies for our anause���ent or to · demonstrate their cleverness Bec&use guides have extended vision and live in a world one stage nearer the reallll of C&USes, they can accurately predict what is to cx:ae Again, say the polit-icians, & new error approaches. But the s.-e guides who before declared there would be no war in which England would be involved, foreca.st minor crises - all with a peaceful outcx:ae. Nearly is not good enough in prophecy. 'Psychic News' hM always placed reliance on the guides who stand behind Spiri tual iSII. They have never failed to prove their clai•s, and they say they " foresee a period of peace" - not 501; peace and �  war." 
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.cRl.D PEACE I'Dt' 10 BE BRCI<EN 

I suspect that the forthrightness of the ' Psychic News '  statenents - and it 
they ar• by �urice Barbanell , then the pronounc�nts of Si �ver Bi rch, hi� own 
CJUide, aust have influenced their content - has ntuch to do W1 th that paper s 
wwillinQneSs, even now, to publish first-hand prophecy . Yet caapa.red to what , 
u Britain, France ard Russia signed a mutual assistance pact on �4th J uly, was 
appparinQ elsewhere• its unfortunately st rident tone seems relat�vely reasonable. 

•n.o worlds' of 18 . 8 . 39  carries the headline ''\I!Drld Peace Not to be Broken -
Will there be a World Peace Pact?" Beneath i t ,  ' The Londoner '  says , "Spiritual ists 
are in a large .-e�ure fully convinced there wi ll be No Great \llbrld War • This fact 
has been given fraa our platfoms durinQ the last twelve months by scores of 
lll!dilDS ; but there are still the fearful , not only around us but among us 
I .ake no apology for giving readers three most reassuring messages which I have 
heard given fraa our platfoms within the last 1110nth . "  Two of these messages are 
s iaple ard prophet ic . And wrong . But the other, seen with the j aundiced eye of 
the historian, can only be regarded as absurd � � • 
"I .- in a large hal l .  There is a lonQ table in the centre, and seated round are 
representat ives of al l nat ions . I see our Prime Minister ( M r .  Neville Olamber l ai n )  

in the chai r ;  a larQe Golden Cross i s  above his head. A document lies c:'n the t able 
in front of hill, ard one by one each member present c:aDeS forward and s1.gns • .  It i s 
a peace pact . 1he Prime Minister fades away and in his seat appears the radiant 
fornt of J es us , a golden crown upon his head . On either side appear the spirit 
toms of Buddha and Confucious , represent ing the East . 'ttlen J esus , fol lowed by 
Buddha and Confucious , walked through the lines of the rPPresentatives of the 
nations ,  "'hi le high up in the hall appearll!<t an angel choir singi ng  the ' Hal leluj ah  
Olo rus • . Interpretation \lbrld Peace Pact , signed wi�h Love for the whole world." 
I t  would have been hard to have been more wrong, about peoplP. or situat ions . 

�0 :omiCl.I FFE SPE.\KS 
In the same issue was flashed a news item, · in the ' Londoner' collDll. 

"There wil l  be no world war, said Lord Northcli ffe to Londoner at a seance on 
Wednesday last .  "The efforts you are making on your side of l i fe in getting your­
selves into il state of preparedness · have greatly helped us on this side. I re­
state emphatical ly, THERE WilL BE 110 GREAT \ICRLD WAR . "  

On August 23rd Ribbentrop and Molotov shocked western Europe by signing the 
Russo - Genaan non-aggression pact, with a secret annex to the treaty on how the 
two po.�ers IIOUld divide Eastern Europe. 'ttle August 2 5th ·� WOrlds ' explained 
further the ���essage !ran Lord Northcli ffe, which had been passed on by his Lordship 
to one "Bert" , the guide of West Hampstead llledi.LD Mrs .  Wini fred El l i s ,  who had in 
tum passed it on. He had said, so Bert said, so Mrs . El li s  said, apparently, 
"By your clean thoughts and the elimination of fear frail them, coupled wi th the 
will to "be prepared" , you wi l l  create an insu:mountable bulwark aoai ns t  the eneny ." 

Hitler had intended to invade Poland on August 26th but found Mussolini , not 
tor the last time, insufficiently prei>ared. The order to COIIIIDenc:e the invasion was 
finally given on the last day ot the IIIOilth ,  and Ge rman  troops �nt into Poland in 
the early hours of September 1 s t .  

' two  worlds ' o f  that date ( though it had presuaabl y  go ne  t o  press t wo  o r  three 
days previously ) sounded a rare note of caution in its editorial ; 
"The reala of prophecy is always an uncertain reallll . I t  does not follow that 
because the spirit world envisaget the cont inuance of peace, that this wi ll fol low 
aut�t ical ly . Spirit people make mistakes , for they are but huaaan beings gaz ing 
14XX1 the scene frca a higher vantage point . But the thousands of messages which 
have <:OIIW through the veil in the last few IIK)nths have been almo&t unaniJaous in the 
opinion that despite the clouds in the sky , peace wi l l  be maintained . "  
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A WI Nl'ER Wi nDJT  WAR 
However, in the sa���e paper Frank T. Blake, on the S . N .U. News paQe, continued 

in the _,re �n vei n of reckless optiAi.sa .  Ignoring all the pressures of 
CCIIIIIOD-Sense, and wi th a certain self-i..lllportance he affirmed -
"Winter is caai.J19 .  I t  wi l l  be a winter without war. we have, therefore, t o  prepare 
a Peace Programn�e. Spi ritualism played a great and truly national part in giving 
CXJIII:fort and hope to those who were bereaved in the Great War . Spi ritual i sm  -
al thouc)h perhaps unrecognised by the authorities - has played an equally great and 
national part in keeping the peace during the last few years of international 
unrest . Our winter programaae should be one of extensive propaganda. The spread of 
Spiri tuali SIII means the assuri119 of peace. Spiri tualisa is the greatest and most 
powerful peace IIIDVemeirt in the world ." 

Sadly , it i• the lead story in ' Psychic News '  of September 2nd - the day before 
war was dec lared - that presents the rashest ,  IIK)St utterly mistaken, appraisal of 
the Peace Prophecies . Among quotes frca Silver Birch, ''Mr.J ac.kson" (a s tand-in for 
Silver Birch when he was out of ca����unication for two months ) ,  the late Earl Haig, 
Red Cloud, and the autcnat ic wri ting of Geraldine amrins the writer, who we can 
only presume to be the Editor, stated ; -
"As prophesied by the spirit guides , England wi l l  not be involved in war . "  
Mr.J ackson was �eported as sayi ng ;  -

"I alii asked to st res s all that had been said before. There is no need for fear ,  
only for perfect calJII . War doe s  no t  cane t o  your world. Be calli, confident , and 

resolute, for all that has been prophesied frail our side of life wi l l  be fulfi l led .  
You are approaching the s t age  where you beg i n  to s ee  the fruition o f  these many 
predict iond , based on laws that cannot be set as ide . "  
Earl Haig h ad  apparent ly spoken on August 23rd. ''The present crisis wi l l  be over 
within 14 days - that is , the mental danger .  The physical danger is over now . "  
The article ended, "Long before the present crisis arose, the spirit world prophe­
sied i t ,  and the guides have foretold the fate of Europe. J us t as past events have 
proved thei r predict ions to be correct so, too, wil l  the future vindicate what they 
have foretold ." 

The di sappointment , for all those involved, must have been acute ; almost like 
waiting atop a mountain waiting to be saved frail a deluge that did not cane; except 
that the outbreak of war was a far greater shock than would have been the mere 
failure of prophecy alone. There is no doubt that these dra111atic fai lures had an 
equally dramatic effect upon Spiritualism as a whole. Had it not been for them, we 
might s t i l l  have a markedly di fferent fom of Spiri t ual i sm .  Now, we rarely see 

verifiable physical phenanena; we seldom hear predictions ; medil.nship is largely 
ment al ,  and JDOSt often based upon a JDOre or less di rect relationship between the 
mediLD and the deceased ; it is not often that guides do more than pass on philosophy 
and advice. Few would think of believing in their infallibi li ty : even fewer could 
present any evidence to support such a belief. 

In the space I have available, I cannot hope to consider in depth the reactions 
to the outbreak of war . But I have little doubt that it was people who wanted peace, 
and that even if there are guides , they played only a minimal part in the genes i s  of 
the peace prophecies . The desire, the need for peace, was strong enough to create a 
t rickle of predictions that peace would, indeed, cont i nue ;  a trickle that � a 
torrent wi th the help of the success of the Septellber 1938 prophecies , and the 

interest of the special i st media .  I suspect that the decline of Spi ritualisa that 
has urdoubtedly occurred over the past forty years can be traced to this one 
sequence of incidents above all others . Yet it is natural enough to want to bel ieve 
in national and individual safety; quite understandable that IIM!diLns who reiiEIIIbered 
the Fi rst WOrld War would .not wish to countenance a second. It is only a sha!De that 
in this case believing did not aake it so. 
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O.IMBltC tXWf 

The blo .eekly papers we have been quoting fraa had. till 'rDI!• followed much 

the sa.e line both in content arxt in editori al .  But now they diverQed sharply . 

With a few �able exceptions, ' Two  �rlds ' initially almost i91110red
.
both the 

prophecies arx1 their failure. Then it aaoved on to explanations arxl p�cun, old -

fashioned excuses . Misinterpretation, poor �unication. I t  was scud that the 
prophecies .ere a tactic devised by the guides to � peace ;  tha t  prophecy was 
mt really an illportant part of Spiri tualiSII. . That Sf?iri tualists were far too 
credulous : that the prophecies had been made � �· �rse. and �en less 
reasonably, obscure prophecies fraa obscure guides were exh\.Ded arxt punted. to 
prove that there had been clear predi ctions of conflict , after all ; it j ust 
happened that the •-r-o �rlds ' editor hadn' t chosen to pablish them. 

Though ' Psychic News' did, in due course, print saae of this gagg le of excuses , 
it says much !or the integrity arxt determination of its Editor, who a week before 
had been utterly convinced of the conti nuation of peace , that within three days of 
the outbreak of war, he had camri tted the follc;-ing to print . I shall leave his 
words to close this article on a note pf reasan arxt hones ty . Frca Page 1 of 
' Psychic News ' , dated 9.9 • .39 
"Spi ritual ists are facing their blackest week . This is a time when their faith, 
!owned on personal experience, is being strained to the uttermost li.lllits of human 
endurance . 
For many months, nearly all the . great guides made two definite prophecies : ''There 
will be no raajor war in Europe. England will not be involved in war . "  
T he  seco!'ld prediction h as  been shattered. I t  would be possible t o  equivocate by 
saying that this lam of ours has not been invaded or bcabed at the time these 
words are written. That is not our intention. Neither do we thir* the prophecy 
be so distorted. 
This forecast was mt naade by one isolated, obscure spirit guide. It was repeated 
again am again by all those in whc:ll'll Spiritualists had placed their faith for 
guidance . , 
Even as recent ly as last weekend, and after the Prime Minister ' s  declaration that 
a "state of war'' existed, the spirit JlleS Sages c:nntiBJed to affim that peace would 
prevail at that late hour . And the messages ca.e fraa three JlledilDS whose 
integrity has never been disputed. 
No word has yet C"CDe to us !ran the spirit guides whose predictions we unhesitat-
ingly printed, because in our long experience they had never been proved wrong on 
such major issues . 
ntey would be the first to declare that they are not infallible. They are human 
beings who, in spite of their evolution, are still liable to err. 
They cla.illled to see the future and to know the outccae . They were right in fore­
casting the date of the trouble, but after that they were wrong in regard to 
EnQland mt being involved in war . 
Every person has the right to place his own construction on what reliance is to be 
placed on spirit prophecy . But is it right to c::ondelan the spi rit guides without a 
hearing? 
It aay be that in the days to CX1I8e JDa11Y of us will have to remould part of our 
philosophy. The belief in the spirit world ' s ability to forecast �aay have to be 
abandoned. 
Qu advice is: do not be rash . It is very easy to destroy. It is very hard to 
rebui ld. MediiDShip is a fact that has withstood endless challenges for over 90 
,..ars .  Survival has been proved thousands of times , and there is abwldant testi-
8011y to spirit healing. The cured sufferers are with us as living wi tnesses . 
There will be many debates as to who has failed - the spi rit guides or earthly 
beings . It is the duty of Spi ritualists to remain at thei r posts and g� the 
truths they have won after years of bitter fight ing. 
""-'tever the future holds in store for us al l. let us remember our loyalty 11ust be 
to truth arxt truth alone . Then, we caiVlUt fai l . "  

1 8  
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There is no doubt that the previous article, while saying nothing against the 
religion of Spiritualism itself, can have done little to encourage the popularity 
of spirit guides , at least as they used to be regarded . I t  would be wrong , 
however, to throw out the baby with the bathwater . Spiritualism is the only 
religion to depend as much upon proof as upon faith, and it contains much of the 
best proof for the existence of a continuous occurrence of paranormal events .  I 
asked Psychic News Editor Tony Ortzen to write for a:; on any aspect of the subj ect 
that he felt needed bringing to light ; he chose to examine the value of psychical 
research . 

t•Jt()()l� ! . by Tony Ortzen. 

One of the most frequent criticisms I have heard hurled against psychic 
phenomena is that they are not repeatable . ntis is wrong . Psychic phenomena are 
repeatable in the sense that so-called inexplicable happenings have occurred in 
all cultures throughout history . Of course, the • not-repeatable' arg1.111ent is valid 
in the sense that phenomena wil l  not appear on demand in the laboratory or seance 
roaa. By their very nature, psychic happenings are both fickle arx:i fleeting. And 
th��t history psychic phenanena have captured the imagination and investig­
at.1ve skills of scme of the world ' s  greatest thir*ers . Let me take one case at ��· I t . �erns eminent scientist Sir William Crookes , the spirit material-
1Sat1on Kat1e King, and the mediUIII Florence Cook. Sir Wi l liam was one of the 
?reatest phys�cists of the last century . He was elected Fellow of the Royal Society 
1n 1863, rece�ved the Royal Gold Medal in 1875, the Davy Medal in 1888, Sir Joseph 
Capl�y Medal 1n 1904, and the Order of Merit in 1g10. At different times he was 
P�1dent of the Royal Society, the Chemical Society, the Institution of Electrical 
�1�r� , the British Association, and the Society for Psychical Research . Sir 
Wilham 1S probably best known in our field for his research into the Katie King 
aaterialisations . 

He painstakingly recorded the seances at which he sat . In his "Researches in the Phenomena of Spiritualism", Sir William gives a thril ling picture of the seances 
he attended. At one 0.0 . Hcme seance, "a small hand and arm like a baby ' s  
aA>eared playing about a l ady  who was sitting next to me .  I� then passed t� me and patted my am and p�led my coat several times . "  At another time, a finger and 
thulllb . were seen to p1ck the petals frca a flower in Mr .Hcme ' s button-hole, and lay them l.n front of several persons who were sitting near him. "A hand has repeatedly been seen by myself and others playing the keys of an accordion both of the IM!di.tn : s  �ands being visible at the same time, and scmetimes being held by those �ar h�. �e h� and fingers do not always appear to me to be solid and life­like. Scmetl.llleS , l.ndeed, they present more the appearance of a nebulous cloud partly condensed into the form of a hand. "  Two pages later he describes , ''phantan foras and faces . "  I can do no better than to quote Sir Wi lliam • s words . 

These �e the rarest of the phenomena I �ave witnessed. nte conditions requisite for the�r appearance appear to be so del1cate, and such t ri fles interfere with their productl.o�, . that only . on very few occasions have I witnessed them under satisfactory tes� condit1ons • .  I W1ll mention two of these cases . In the dusk of the evening, during a seance W1th Mr. Hcme at DIY house, the curtains of a window about eight feet froa Mr. Hcme were seen to lllOVe .  A dark, shadowy, semi-transparent form, like that o�� �· was then seen by all present , standing near the window, waving the curtain W1 · 1s h� • .  As we
. 

looked, the form faded away and the curtains ceased to lllOVe .  :;:: follOWl.?J l. S  a st1ll more s t riking instance. As i n  the former case. Mr. Hcme 
. the llledi1.111. A ph�taa fom came from a corner of the roca, took an accordion i n  1 �s . hand, arx:i then ghded abou t  t he  roam playing the instrument . The form was V1S�ble to allpresent for many minutes , Mr . Hane also being seen at the same time Ccaing rather

. 
close to a lady who was s itting apart !rea the rest of the ccmp 

• 
she gave a shght cry, upon which it vanished . "  

any ,  
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wn tlBJ fraa his �rniB;Jton Road, � London, hcae on March 30th 1874, Sir 
Willi.- describes a Florence Cook seance thus : "After 

"After K.atie had been walking amongst us and talking for scae time, she retreated 
behind the curtain which separated my laboratory, where the caapany was sitting, 
!rea lilY library which did tEillporary duty as a cabinet . In a mi�ute she c�

, 
to the 

curtain and called 111e to her, saying, "CaDe into the roaa and l1ft my medii.D s head 
\4', she has slipped down . "  Katie was then standing befor� me dress� in her usual 
white robes and turban head-dress . I illmediately walked 1nto the 11brary up to 
�ss Cook, K.atie stE!R)ing aside to allow me to pass.  I found Miss � �ad slipped 
partially off the sofa, and her head was hangir19 in a very awkward pos1 t1on. I 
lifted her oo to the sofa, and in so doing had satisfactory evidence, in spite of 
the darlcness , that Miss Cook was not attired in the "Katie'' cost�.De, but had on her 
ordinary black velvet dress ,  and was in a deep trance. Not IDOre than three seconds 
elapsed between my seeing the white-robed Katie standing before me and my raising 
�ss Cook on to the sofa from the position into which she had fallen." 

But perhaps the IIOSt outstanding observations are the differences Sir William 
noticed between the llledilD and the spirit form. As he records : "Katie' s  height 
varies ; in my house I have seen her six inches taller than Miss Cook. Last night, wit 
with bare feet and not tiptoeing, she was four ·and a half inches taller than Miss 
Cook . K.atie 's  neck IAioS bare last night i the skin was perfectly smooth to both 
touch and sight, whilst on Miss Cook ' s  neck is a large blister, which under similar 
circlDStances is distinctly visible and rough to the touch. Katie ' s  ears are 
unpierced, whilst Miss Cook habitually waers earriB;JS . Katie• s caaplexi.on is very 
fair, while that of �ss Cook is very dark. Katie • s  fingers are much longer than 
)otiss Cook' s ,  and her face is also larger . In manners and ways of expression there 
are also many decided differences • •  " 

In the last chapter Sir William says that to every test he proposed ,  the medi.lD 
"at once agreed to submit to with the .utmost willingness I have never 
seen anythiB;J approaching the slightest symptan of a wish to deceive."  To imagine 
that a l �year old schoolgirl should be able to carry out for three years fraud­
clent mediumship - Crookes terms it "so gigantic .an imposture" - is dismissed. 
Several fascinating points arise fran taking Si:�; William1 s testimony. Cbviously, 
he cani'X)t now be put into a witness box and cross-examined ; neither can we have a 
rerun of the supernormal phenanena he witnessed .  So what do we do? Do we accept 
Sir William' s word? Or simply, because a century or IDOre has passed, do we dismiss 
his documented details as entirely worthless? My contention is this.  There comes 
a point , especially regarding historical happenings, where one simply has to act on 
the basis that saDeOne was telling the t ruth ; there comes a point where, because 
events cannot be restaged, one must accept the description of them by others . 
Though I dislike intensely blanket generalisations, a criticism that could be 
levelled against sa��e psychical researchers is that they are simply not trusting 
enough .  They refuse to believe an event because they were not present l They 
refuse to believe a report because they did not write it.  This does not mean 
psychic researchers have to be gullible believe-ails . But what I find astonishing 
is that SaDe will invent fantastic theories rather than accept the simplest 
phenaDena with which they are presented. The super� argUDent is a classic 
�le. How can anything be survival proof, say its adherents , when the details 
were known to saaeone on earth, no matte� how r�e �eir l�nk with the si tte� or 
c:a..unicating enti ty1 It is an absurd theory ; there 1s noth1ng on earth that 1s 
not known to saaeone or recorded sanewhere. Sir William Crookes devoted much of 
his life to Spiritualism and the paranoxmal. And if you do not believe his 
testimony, why should scaeone accept yc;>urs 100 years hence? It is a point well 
worth thinking about .  
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REVIEWS 
8EY(N) nm B:DY .  An Investigation of Out-of-the-Body Experiences, by Susan Blackmore. 

HAUN!II'GS AM> APPARITIONS , by Andrew Mackenzie. Reviewed by Kevin Mc:Clure. 

Both published by Heinemann, on behalf of the Society for Psychical Research. £8 • .50. 

These are the first two of four books which form an important ·part of the 
Centenary celebrations of the S .P .R . I shall be returning to thEIII in <Ii 7, as �art 
of a consideration of the Society ' s  achievEDent s ;  by then, the other volumes W1ll 
have appeared. · 

Both are excellent books . While those of you who have been involved with the 
Society for many years will find many of the apparition cases familiar, few will have 
the Ul>-to-date knowledge of the cases that Mackenzie' s book imparts . The majority , 
however, are in for a treat and, possibly, a surprise. It is too easy to forget the 
amount of research into spontaneous cases undertaken in the past by members of the 
Society, and we simply have much of the best of it presented here, in an intelligent, 
but not exclusive manner. 

Cases are drawn fran almost the whole of the hundred years ; sane, such as the 
Oleltenham Hauntings , are classics , others are much IDOre modem, but none the less 
informative . For many a:; readers an excellent sumna.ry of the Versailles story will 
be of great interest .  This possible time-slip/time-lapse case, quite exhaustively 
investigated, has much in camnon with current ufo cases , even down to the "Oz" 
effect, where reality , sound, and ordinary action are set aside for a period, during 
which the percipient receives apparently paranormal information. Here, the author 
brings us right to the present with theories and explanations , but certainly still 
believes many elements of the story as originally presented. I f  only investigators 
had been usiB;J regression hypnosis when the case was first publicisedl 

Mackenzie primarily restricts himself to the business of case studies , but his 
consideration of theories is cogent and wide-ranging. The book could almost be 
subtitled ' The Best of the S .P .R . '  I sincerely hope that libraries will take this 
chance to present real standard work on hauntings in place of the nonsense they 
usually buy. And I hope that researchers in other disciplines will take time to 
learn how investigation was undertaken in these IDOSt important cases . 

As anyone who saw Sue Blackmore speak at Leicester will know, she contrives to 
maintain a remarkable balance between personal enthusiasm for her subj ect ,  and 
professional scepticism and obj ectivity . Many were left confused by a parapsy­
chology Ph .O.  who could both tell her audience how to have an <X>BE, yet explain 
that the experience resulting would probably have no obj ective realityl In this 
book, which is undoubtedly the best overview of this tantalising subj ect , she takes 
a single-minded course through the pitfalls of historical cases , astral projection, 
lucid dreams , near-death experiences , visions of the dying, the tradition of the 
htaan double, experimental work, imaQery and hallucinations , and the various methods 
claimed to induce the experience in its many forms . Never once does she lose her 
way: never once does she seem to miss any important factor . It has the ring of a 
genuine investigation because that is j ust what it is ; like IDOSt of the best 
investigations, it started with the need to explain an experience she herself had 
(and in which I ,  for scae possibly synchronous, possibly randcm reason, managed to 
get involved. It appears to have had a marked effect on both our lives ) .  

This is where the particular value of this book lies for those of us involved 
in dealing with claims of paranoxmal experience . Sue has always worked on the 
basis that whatever the investigator may think of the experience, it is real, and 
of great import, to the experient . It is us, the investigators and researchers , who give the taQ ' paranoxmal1 in the light of our experience and opinion, or who 
conclude that SaDe IDOre conventional explanatioois sufficient . In current cases 
we 111ay be able to convince the witness we are right ; in historical cases , which are. 
if anything more important , we can only guess .  If we all make use of the lessons 
of this personal, but thoroughly scientific investigation, we may have a clearer 
idea what we ourselves are aiming to achieve, and . how to achieve it.  21 



MI\MaM> IN ..VN:SIA, by I�l Veli.kovsky. 
Published by Sici9w].ck & J ackson, at £7 .9S. Revined with passion by J enny Randles . 

I have never been a convert of IDDanuel Velikovsky and his earth-shaking books 
about Qlob&l catastrophe in the ancient past . I ndeed, I have only read one of his 
works , the first and IIIOSt influential (WOrlds in Collision) - and that a loll!} 
.m.le aqo. I was aware that he had recently died, and so did not anticipate any new 
books frca hill (except maybe via autaaatic writing S )  and I probably cared even less . 
However, I have lea.rned to trust to my intuition ( if that is all it i s ) . Quite 
often I have been • led' instinctively to books Which have a great deal of relevance 
to the present stage of developDent of my own research. It no longer surprises me 
to find what I need or want ' by  accident ' .  For I suspect it is not an ' accident ' at 
al l .  The theory cltDSily known as PMIR (Psi�ated Instn.nental Response) appears 
to me quite validated. our s�cious is capable of manipulating our actions 
(without conscious awarenes s )  and using powers of ESP that on a rational level .we 

probably do not believe we posses s .  

So i t  was that I found my hands clutching th e  new Velikovsy book at my most 
recent foray into the Peter Rogerson infested waters of Warrington Central Library 
(he works there in the reference section l ) I did not muse on the thought that I 
had found worlds in Collision a catastrophic bore . I did not even look to see what 
this postl'Dous offering was about (more of the s.-e colliding planets , I assliiK!d) .  
I did idly notice that the book was only a few days old and had obviously not been 
read by anyone previously. But when I opened it up I soon discovered why my PMIR 
had been geared into action. 

In recent 110nths I have been caning to some strange conclusions ( far distant 
frca where I once expected my study of various anaaalies would lead) . These liri<: 
the pregnant threat of global holocaust ( care of our friendly neighbourhood 
nuclear war) with paranormal occurrences . There are deep personal reasons for my 
feelings ( tllhich I will not go into here) , aside fran my more empirical deductions . 
But in Alien Contact ( the last of my books presently in print ) I suggested that 
alien visions might be psychodramas emergent fraa the mind, which on a deep level 
had picked up precognitive ripples and set PMIR in motion. Some future catastrophe 
was fast approaching and the mind was duly advising us of that fact, in the IIIOSt 
effective and dramatic way it could. 

I have found myself enlarging on this idea in virtually everything I have 
written since, including an ( as  yet) \U1)ublished novel. which develops the thesis 
into the erxt times to see how things might progress . Even my most recent UFO book 
( which I S t4>POSe ought to have had nothing much to do with thi s )  contains a few 
distant echoes of these concepts . And in articles of late I have been looking at 
the creative culture of modem society and finding evidence that sens itives might 
also be detecting the warning signs and translating them in personally sui table 
fashion. Consequently I was most interested in Velikovsky ' s new book . For here he 
argues what in IIIOStsenses is the oppos i te of myself, but in many fWldamental 
elements we have the same idea. He believes ( as  a psychiatrist , which he initially 
was ) that IIUCh of our present social tral.Da. is due to shock amnesi a  on a global 
scale. We have repressed the memory ft"OD our "collective WlCOnScious" ( in a 
J ungian sense) of the planetary cataclysms of the Pa,st . We do this because we 
cannot face the fact that our earth is unstable and vulnerable. But since what is 
repressed has -to be relived ( a  psychodynami.c doctrine ) we are drivi119 ourselves 
towards Armageddon to face up to our inheritance - doom I. 

This view is, of course, an extremely disturbing one. Velikovsky himself says 
be kept it until this late because he knew how �ular the concept would be 
(.ru.ch is saying SOIIIething considering the extraordinary degree of aggression shown 
ag.rinst his previous books even though in sane respects he has. proven to 
be a better scientist than the scientists l ) The very act of .forgetting past events 
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i s  sufficient aJJDWlition to instil total antaQOlli.SIII against anyone who rekinclles 
those ghosts fran the mental past . But , of course, if Velikovsky is right these 
archetypal enorams must be rekinclled, if we are to avoid going through a grisly 
action replay. 'nle � cites a good deal of apparent evidence fran ancient 
philosophers through to more modern social eni9LU ( such as the mass suicide 
which shocked· the world fran the Guyanan bush in 1978 ) . He uses this to argue 
that scae men have had insights to to the ancient disasters . Had he been aware 
( or willing to cons ider ) the many aspects of the paranormal which meii t consider­
ation, he would have had much more strength to his theory . Perhaps his IIIOSt 
persuasive discussion is of reactions to tornadoes in Topeka, Kansas . The city 
.as devastated by one in 1966 and is always prone to those deadly whirlwi nds .  
But IIOS t  citizens s eem  not only t o  ignore the threat , but to revel i n  i t .  People 
actually find things to do outdoors when a stom is announced as being i.Dminent, 
as if placing themselves in a position of aaxilatm� danger. 

One can, I "trus t ,  see the parallel with our present apathy towards the threat 
of nuclear war . To any logical person such a war must be seen as inevitable ( if 
not sooner, then later. There is j us t  too much that could 90 wrong to cause i t .  
Yet in the main it might be said that we anticipate the prospect and do little to 
lessen i t .  I t  is scarcely conceivable that we are toying with the fate of our 
world. But we are . Velikovsky discusses cycles of war and claims to have found 
a 2�year perio4icity . 1914 (WWl ) 1940 ( \IAtli i ) 1966 (Vietnam & Middle East ) .  
This extrapolates to 1992, a date lllhich shook me when I worked i t  out . For it 
fits so neatly with propheCies by the likes of Nostradamus, Cayce, Dixon, and the 
fact that we are rwming out of Popes (j ust two more after the present one who is 
prophesied as 'De Labore Solaris •  • • • i . e .  ihe pope fran Poland at the time of 
�he time of the � movement Solidarity) ( that ' s  pushing the Latin a bit isn ' t  
1t? KM) Even more personally perturbing i s  that 1992 i s  the precise date given 
for Armageddon by the young psychic Gaynor Sunderland (who seeDs to know about 
these things ) .  

I am ,  of course, aware that Velikovsky ' s results could be interpreted in line 
with my theory of pre-action, j ust as mine could be tied in wi th his retro-action. 
Or maybe Peter Rogerson is right when he argues that all this fear is j ust sympto­
matic of a global paranoia. I think it is more than that . But the cause is less 
important than the effect • • • and this warning see��s to me to be crystal clear. 
I never thought I would be supporting Velikovsky, but as this important book 
shows , there wi l l  be no second chance. If we fail to heed these echoes in our 
mind mankind may receive its suicidal wish and very soonl 

LETTERS 
Fran Or . Vernon Harrison. 
In his letter ( Camnon Ground, No . S ,  May 
1982 ,  page 28 ) p;u;r-Rogerson says that 
appear "to believe that national and local 
archives are sleepy, hidden places , inhab­
i ted only by frock-coated librarians arxi 
grey bearded sages" • I believe nothing of 
the sort . I use these places. I do say 
that one does oot normally enter them 
without good reason and a clear idea of 
what are the questions to which one seeks 
answers . They are not the haW1t of casual 

found came .fran j ust two, a school roll of 
honour and local papers, with a strong 
probability that all the information could 
have cane frau an as yet unearthed source" . 
The second part of this statement is pure 
supposition, inadmi ssible as evidence : the 
first is patently fal se. The s tatement 
that Stockbridge was "Tyneside Scottish" 
is found neither in the roll of honour nor 
in the local papers, nor can the personal 
detail s  be derived fran these sources. 

browsers . 
In regard to the date of death , the local 

Rogerson says, in connexion with the Harry papers and roll of honour were contradicted 
Stockbridge case, that "as far as they by the War Office official l i st published 
could be traced frau records the facts by HP>SO. Local papers are not notable for 
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thei r accuracy and one would nonnally give is no evidence that any of the sitters 
credence to � official list ; but the derived any benefit as a result of the 
final authority was the death certificate. sittino. We have to postulat� that one of 
We have to ass\De that the hypothet ical the four must have gone to Le1cester 
perpetrator of the fraud was able to steer surreptitiously, done the subst�tial amount 
clear of an erroneous date in the official of research necessary to establ1sh the facts 
list and an erroneous ra,ri( in the local reported, rigged the ouij a board at the 
papers . sitting and then allowed the records to 

re:aain on file unexamined for saDe twenty Of the four sitters present when the years , lOOQ after the orig�nal circle had information given in the roll of honour and disintegrated _ and all th1s to no purpose. 
local papers was given, only Miss A.H. had A person acting thus must be plain .daft . been to Leicester ( for one day ) .  There is 
oo evidence or even suspicion that any of I f  the Stockbridge case were wrl.que, 
them had ever been to examine the school this might be the explanation; but 
war IIM!IIIOrial and roll of honour, let alone "drq>-in'' ca����wri.cations are by no means 
the local newspapers of 34 years previCIUSll' rare. nte fraud theory will not do. 

11le possibility of fraud has already �n A A A A A A A A A A A A A examined adequately by Or .Gauld. As 1n 
legal proc:eed.ings, one must ask, cui bono? 
The usual .nives for fraud, money and 
publici ty, are absent in this case. There 

Fraa Paul Devereux. 
I oote a caaent on page 14 of a:; 5 that 
Ifear could be part of a new ufological 
myth :  Hilary Evans ' demol i tion 
of the Dyfed Triangle" . This is the 
second or third time recently that I have 
come across this sort of reference to 
Hilary ' s  visit to Dyfed in various publi­
cations . !he fear I expressed in an 
earlier a; seems to be conring to pass -
namely, that Hilary ' s  useful and . co:srec�­
ive study of the "Dyfed Enigma" 1s pasS1ng 
into ufolore as a deDoli tion job. It was 
oo such thing. Hilary showed up suspect, 
pul�aperback reportage for what most of 
us knew it to be, and showed that the 
' human interest '  element in the events 
the claimed experiences of the family at 
Ripperston Farm - were particularly 
dubious . He laced this with a number of 
his vialS about tbe likelihood or other 
wise of certain other UFO events reported 
du.ring the 1977 wave. ntese one can take 
or leave as one likes, because they have 
u aach. but no more weight than the reports 

made by the alleged witnesses themselves . 
I attempted to point out that i� at least 
one or two cases Hilary ' s  own v1ews were 
as loose as the reports he was criticising. 

I j ust mention this as there is SaDetimes 
a tendency to erxlow • healthy scepticism' 
(which it isn ' t  always ) with 1110re v�ue 
than the testimony of alleged expenent s ,  
and myths reflecting scepticism are of no 
greater value than those reflecting 
gullibility . 
( Editor ' s note. I may be at fault here ; 
HilarY Evans has never, himself, made so 
much of hi s Welsh expedition. Nonetheless, 
I do think that he demolished the nonsense 
of a "Dyfed Triangle" , whatever that meant , 
and that while it might still be appropriate 
to speak of a ' flap • (t.FO par lance ) , it is 
hard even to regard what survives as 
credibly reported and investigated as a 
wave. I think the whole business is best 
regarded as an exercise in how not to 
investigate obj ectively . )  

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  
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I • m not going to make any attempt to place this article "in context" . Most of you 
will be -familiar with the work of Paul Screeton, if not through a:; ,  then probably 
fran his own Earth Mysteries books ,  or fran hi s work as former editor of the ' Ley 
Hunter' • I expect that a good many of you subscribe to his invaluable ' Ancient 
Ski l ls and Wisdom Review' • All this is my excuse for not trying to explain what a 
" suburban shaman" may be. The article tells you what one does ,  and if you want to 
find out why Garner ,  in particular, should be one, read his first five chi ldrens ' 
books . They are absolutely superb, and a joy to read. 

Alan Garner and the 

Shamanistic Process 

by Paul 

Screeton 
When writer Alan Garner made a move to kill an actor it was a dramatic form 

of �ssociation, or as Garner intellectualised i t ,  "a Western Eurct>ean• s 
experience of a primitive catast rophic proces s . "  I ts cause and resolution sheds 
much light on shamanism, a subj ect with which Garner is familiar. 

I n  fact when sketching out the framework for a book , I had decided Garner 
already fulfilled certain criteria for being a " suburban shaman" .  He wrote 
books for children to read in their homes and mixed the everyday world with the 
realm of myth . I n  particular, "The Guizer" revealed a sympathy with the Trickster 
archetype, though i ts presentation was a dubious enterprise. A gallant failure, 
I guess . I had also read of stran}e events surrounding a production of ''The Owl 
Service" for television and a later T .V .  play .  So when I came acrex>s the tran­
script of a talk he had given, full of self-revelation and mental turmoi l ,  I felt 
doubly j ustified in chex>sing him as a topi c .  

" I nner Time" is a lucid account o f  a psychological phenanenon associated with 
the shamanistic process .  I t  was delivered as one of a series of lectures at the 
I nstitute of Contemporary Arts in London in early 1975. 

Perhaps, l ike me ,  you saw and enjoyed the television adaptation by Garner of 
his novel "The Owl Service" . He began work on transferring the words into 
pictures in the autumn of 1968 .  The process produced an unexpected malaise .  
Eventual ly the scripts were completed and filming began i n  April the next year . 
He fowxi filming on location equally unpleasant . He felt "pain, a threat fran no direction, and a threat with no shape . "  Garner began arriving late for shooting, 
experienced nausea and then was regularly physically sick. It developed into a 
threat of paralysis and rage against the actor s .  

The symptans canbined in o ne  manent of b l i nd  fury . A particular actor was 
incompetent in Garner ' s  opinion and when i t  came to filming a delicate climax he was clowning about, antagonising everyone and lacking any emotion for the sensi­tive scene to be shot . Garner cracked. He wanted him dead and he would see to it he was . Garner recalled daylight blarid.ng out except for a clear line arowxi the 
actor ' s  head . A cry from same primeval bestiality broke through and he moved to 
attack. But the sound engineer inserted his microphone boom between Garner' s legs 
and gave him a flick into a puddle . Lifting Garner to his feet, he observed, 
"I know, but wai t till next week . We sti l l  need him . "  
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� then wrtil filmii'VJ was caapleted Garner kept a. low profile . It was all 
OYer on J W1e 21st; si.IIDer solstice. Garner' s  psychological

.
health deter�ora.ted 

further. He slept, he became like a. zaubie, then went seeul'XJlY mad. �th 
. sufficient nous to diagnose that he needed help badly, he sought a. psychia.tn.st . 

It is neces sary to use Garner ' s  own words : ttwbat happened to me was saaeth�119 
nollU.l ; yet it was superficially so close to the esoteric and the occult that 1 t 
could easily be lllisrepresented and misw'Xierstood. And if ' noxmal '  should be 
thouQht too illlprecise a word, let me define it as ' that which is found to be COIIIIIOn 
amor19 a. g� or species . ,. 

What Garner precipitated would be familiar to Australian Aborigines • They 
.oul.d say he entered "Dreamtime" • Not insanity, but the conscious awareness of a 
di.mension. nte veil of illusion had been rent . A psychotherapist perfo:nlls a 
shamanistic function in our disordered society, and it was to an experienced prac­
titioner that Garner went . With clinical precision 'Mr. Smith' needed to ask only 
one question: in lllhat tense and singular or plural was ''The Owl Service" written. 
It being in the past tense and the third person. \olllen filmi ng ,  that distancing 
dissolved, and two times were present at once . The time banb ceased its ticking 
a.m exploded. 

Scientology aside, and in strictly clinical terms , 'Mr.  Smith '  simply removed 
an engram. An el1r)ram being, in neur�physiology, the term for a hypothetical 
change in the protoplasm of the neural tissue. It has been posited as accounting 
for-IDEDOry. S<De experience or stimulus creates it.  The brain files away all our 
experiences , pleasant or hurtful . A smell ,  a sowxi and our other senses can 
reactivate a.n engram or it can surface through a dream, drugs , or hypnosi s .  we 
may wish baleful el1r)rams stay forgotten, but once imprinted they live on in inner 
time. This irDer time creates illusions . Pleasantly memorable encounters fran 
timeswidely separate in calendar time can be recalled simultaneously. Similarly 
the starry sky we see is caaposed of bodies existing a.t different times , with many 
of those flickering lights having been extinguished aeons ago. Engrams are, 
however, infinite. Put out the candle and taDOrrow it burns bright again. 

The psychoanalyst C .G .  J ung would have known equally how to deal with Garner . 
� I see a man in a savage rage with sanethi119 outside himself , "  he noted, 
"I klDW that he is, in reality, wanting to be savage towards his own unconscious 
self." 

That is the engram store fram which occasional attack is noxmal . It is the 
unconscious where during childhood and adolescence in particular we store our 
fears and aspirations , likes and dislikes . What we prefer not to face or cannot 
comprehend we force into forgetfulness .  But maturity brings with it memories , 
nagging predujices and elements of passion which retain the same vitality as at 
the manents of repression. Their hidden nature creates the illusion that they play 
no part in our lives, but they can be daminati119 the conscious mind, causing 
confusion, depression and generally upsetting the physical and mental health of the 
individual. They must be faced, be challeOQed, be overcane, be e)(Drcised. There 
is a strono case to be ar91Jed that engrams can be transmitted genetically. That is 
beyond the scope of this article, but ·an inherited inner time could explain J ung ' s  
collective unconscious and psyche of a. given race. 

Garner cancluded that writers unconsciously plant encapsulated engrams in their 
dla.racters . When an enoram is manifested simultaneously in inner and outer time, 
and as when Garner IIIOVed to assault the actor, the disorientation can lead in the 
direction of madness . A memory trace of Garner as character fram sane place in 
1950Det himself as in the actor on a Welsh mountain in 1969. Fram a one-dimens­
ional engram was created a. fourth dimension scenario as the inner-time Coordinates 
were identical, but had been externalised to the present . 
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''Mr. Smith,. explained in simple te:nlls to Garner that energy holdi119 an engram 

can be released, one ' s  coordinates can be recast, and not to be afraid. Leaving 

Garner a.s s<DE!One to walk in "Dreamtime" , and "to be the vehicle of myth, to go 

voluntarily ( and  now kncw.ingly ) to inner time, a.nd to cane back increased inste d 
of diJrinished • • • " Sensibly Garner also warns that "no one should be 

seduced into foolhardy experiments by any superficial lure in the experiences I 
relate. ,. 

we now cane to the crux of the matter . Is Garner a bona fide shaman, or at 
least partially one? He CCXJDents : ,.For what I am, ani whllt Mr . Smith does , in 
other societies is seen quite di fferently. To the shamans of TUrukhansk I should 
not fulfil their recruiting standards . "  

I feel Garner , despite his subsequent argt.nent t o  the contrary and sympathetic 
portrait of the traditional shaman, is too modes t .  He allowed himself to becane a 
keen and willing channel for mythology, chose to live on a site dating back to 
neolithic usage and below the brooding Alderley Edge, opened doors of perception 
which all writers of any worth cannot fail to do, and was spiritually reborn. 
Certain commentators have noted the relationship between mystical vocation and 
nervous instability, but it would be wrong to assume a. shaman must be a. neuropath . 
In fact , the receipt of shamanistic gifts presupposes the resolution of a psychic 
crisis ; an integration bringi119 about ini tia.tion, which one must assl.llle occurred 
in Garner ' s  case . An illness or epileptic attack can reveal the vocation, and 
initiation becanes the cure. Hence the arg�.nent that shamanism is a mental ai l­
ment is clearly absurd, for they becane shamans because they succeceed in getting 
well . 

�en choosing Garner as a subj ect ,  I recalled that sanewhere I had read that 
he had been seriously ill a.s a child. This suggested another clue to his special 
capacities . In his self-revelatory address he had reported a second tra�.na, and 
revisiting "Mr . Smith" . This was triggered when his opera ''Potter Thanpson" was 
about to go into rehearsal and malaise returned. His analyst took him back to the 
engram and it led him to visualise himself, aged six, vomiting after eating the 
top half of a. teacake covered with- blackcurrant j am .  He then developed the first 
symptoms of what w�s later diagnosed as spinal and cerebral meningitis . 

Garner did indeed spend most of his early li fe ill in bed, and the wartime 
blacko�ts may equally have formed the mental stimulus to create his worlds of 
mystery and fantasy. He says he was "thrown back on myself" , won scholarships to 
Manchester G rannar School and, after National Service, to Oxford University . 
Endurance plays a major role in Sha�sm and despite his early bedridden past, 
drove himself to becane Northern Counties Sprint Champion. 

That early solitude and precarious balance between life and death may well have 
manifested itself on the psychic plane as a. parallel to the torture and abandonment 
of initiation, only to be another factor in the arsenal a.cctnulated awaiting 
triggering. He fowx:t following his mental maelstrom an explosion of literary 
proj ect s ,  and " 1  am told my work is richer now, less diffused. "  

For those unfamiliar w i th  the literary output o f  Alan Garner ,  a. brief resUDe 
SeEIIIS in order, The earliest novels were ''The Weirdstone of Brisinr;amen'', and 
"The Moon of Ganrath" . G arner • s preoccupation with myth saw even 11110re �rful 
expression in the following three novels : "Elidor" , ''The Owl Service" , and ''Red 
Shift" . His method was to take a t:radi tiona.l ballad or other encapsulation of 
myth, and bring ot to life again in a fresh context . Accusations of opportwri.sm 
or shallow imaginative capacity are groundless, for any writer of fiction will tell 
you elements will conform to an objec�ive pattern with the author ' s  subj ectivity 
merely the icing on the cake. This inabi lity to come to terms with this process 
whereby a myth can select its teller, and rather than he tell it his awn way have 
it told as the living myth demands , is what Garner believes caused him to appear 
to go mad . 
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In addition to the tra�.���as experienced by Garner on the set of the making of 
"the Owl Service" , others fowld it a "j inx'' , as j ournalists love to call

. 
i \� 

Rosalie Homer �lored this for 1 Daily Express ' readers . ''The Owl Serv1ce was 
based on a Welsh legend about a wc:nan transformed into an owl and a srtong strand 
loQS provided by Garner ' s  mother-in-law, who rescued a dinner service with a 
strange aura fraa a barn attached to a Somerset family �· This was owl7patte� 
alii guests said they got indigestion when they ate off 1 t ,  and found the b1rds on 1.t 
staring at them. ''The plates seEmed a perfect kind of battery waiting to be 
switched on," said �arner . 

Garner spent a holiday at Bryn Hall ,  in North wales , and realised this was j us t  
the sort of place he had been trying t o  visualise for the book. LonrJ after publi­
cation, he learned that a film crew had been in the attic there and found a brass 
knocker in the form of an owl . Equally stranQely, one character ' s  mother is called 
� alii in the gardener ' s  house on the estate the name "Nancy" was discovered on 
a beam. 01ance? Occult intervention? Who knows? 

But it was the real-life tragedies to follow tllhich are even creepier • 'ttle 
11em0rable photography was by David WOod, who died at the age of 44. 'ttle character 
Gwyn was played by �chael Holden, brutally murdered in a Mayfair public house in 
19':'7. Gwyn' s step-sister was played by ·Gillian Hills , who had stranQe experiences 
alii chose to opt out of acting , as apparently did another performer in the series, 
rrancis Wallis ; at least in 1978, when the original black and white showing was 
rebroadcast by Granada in colour. Then in 1980, his television play "To Kill a 
King" was screened. It was about a writer who wakes up in the middle of the night 
to face a nightmare that ends his career as a writer . It was filmed in his 1 5th 
Century hc:De, Toad Hall,  bought for £.500 when he quit Ma.gdalen College, ())(ford, 
which has �oo'hat he called a "presence." In an earlier article it was a long-dormant 
poltergeis t .  "An old woman who lived here when it was two tied cottages told me 
she had seen a picture float fran the wall into the middle of her room. I asked 
her what she did alii she said, "I put it back." Shots also showed the artifact in 
his "back garden" , the radio telescope of neighbouring Jodrell Bank. As they filmed, 
no doubt astronaners were discussing black holes, quasars, white dwarfs and the 
mystery of the red shift . 

"Red Shi ft" was a post-breakdown, multi-layered novel and despite what others 
may say, I feel his work since has becaae too abstruse for me - never mirxl the 
children at wh<D it is aimed. Recently I saw a huge stack of his £4 published 
price "The Guizer'' reduced to 7Sp i, a Leeds remai.nderer ' s (a; even introduces you 
to new words t ) bookshop. This work was tnnpeted by Hamish Hamilton and is a 
di ligent , crafted, but exceedingly boring book . Sl:inmer volumes have also appeared 
alii they, too, leave me cold. No doubt there is a ''message" but it eludes me .  
�ertheless ,  though his work is not easy, he seeas to find particular nerve points 
to write �n, alii his output never fails to leave me intrigued, if not puzzled. 

This abstruseness is apparent in a reply to j ournalist Michael Moynihan, 
regarding the then forthcanjmg ''Red Shift" , when Garner ccmnented on one passage 
that : ''The two young people meet once in a church and quarrel . It is a church near 
here, where there was a massacre during the Civil War . They do not know about the 
111assacre alii the reader will not know • .  But it will be in the writing . I often go 
to the church and sit there, hearing the screaPaS ."' Unless he was spinning a yarn, 
which I doubt, this suggested shamanistic contact with the dead. 

Writing is a fwmy business . Garner suggests its motivation could be the 
discharge of engra��s .  I wrote four novels during puberty and early adulthood, 
partly to gain a better understanding of myself and my situation. Not that they 
�re embarrassi119ly puerile - though they hardly had the publishing world agog 
but caning fran a very personal period of my life were no doubt too egocentric 
and lacking a critical perspective. Perhaps , the pen is mightier than the sword 
and a re-readi119 would only open old wounds and create a plethora of stigmata of 
sel f-consciousness alii regret . I f  I didn' t  exorcise the engrams then, I ' m not 
riski119 unleashing thEm nowt 
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Garner also sl.IQC}eStS that adolescence is especially a time
. 
wh�n "the potential 

universe is open to our caaprehension" . I agree . No doubt
. 

th1� l.S . why . shamans 
are chosen and trained at such a critical age. Of that penod 1.n �1.s 11fe Bob 1 
Oylan sanQ : "I was so much older then, I ' m  younger than that now. Or Garner s 
self-described "maturity is a decline !rea adolescence'' · 

S14JPressed engrams, developed preduj ices , these conspire to make us old 
before our t:inle. We miss opportunities . The shaman catches the energy rele�ed at 
puberty and holds on to it tor his and the COIIIIluni ty' s benefit . Ado�escenc::e 1s 
tllhere we choose between the world of security and engrams , and the W1der v1stas of 
danc}er facing our fears and finding the light . This is free will,  and our 
Wester� education has ·no place in its curriculum for it.  Not so, priJJii.tive tribes . 
OUr survival pattern is geared to the 1DOf10POlistic ,  capitalist slave economy . and 
Garner ' s  analogy of the Aborigine applying Drea111time techniques to crossing an arid 
desert naked and yet being unable to cross Sydney alone is apposite • As Garner 
says , the Australian Pitj antjatra exist simultaneously with 20th Century city 
dwellers , but our cultures are essentially 20, 000 years apart . 

Along the way of so-called .civilisation, the dominant breed of supposedly 
enlightened minds created ever more sophisticated technologies at the expense of 
the numinous . The caaplexes , neuroses , hang-ups , engra111s ,  call them what you will , 
they remain. Few remain ht.nble. 

Garner does have that quality, at least with regard to his work. He calls 
himself a survivor, better equipped to work following his tral.lllas . He understands 
it "caaes through me, not !ran me" , yet he can retain a proper pride in his craft 
of what could be called translation. He closed his I .C.A. talk by stating : 

Perhaps the artist ' s  job is to act as a cartographer for all navigators , and I 
sillply plot the maps of inner stars ." 
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BACK ISSUES 
'nlere are now three back-issues o f  a; available, at £1 each . I hope, within 
the next couple of months , to be able to reprint no . 3. as well. so if you are 
ordering any of the others , you might care to enclose £1 extra, and I will 
send a copy on to you as soon as it is ready. 'ttle three issues in stock are ; 

No. 1 .  May 1981 . Hilary Evans on the Dyfed Enigma, J enny Randles on Oakenholt ,  
poltergeists , and the response o f  farrilies- to anaaalous phencnena; Sue 
Blackmore on Hallucinations and I llusions , and Alan Cleaver on the � . 
No.4. February 1982 .  Dr.Vernon Harrison• s maj or article ' Credo' on survival 
ancfSuper-ESP , J anet & Colin Bord on the Bigfoot/UFO Interface, John RiDDer on 
publicity seeking in wi tnesses , Alun Virgin on Ouij a Boards etc, and Robe� 
Gilbert taking apart ' Holy Blood, Holy Grail • • 
No . S. May 1982 . Rod Sorrell on Divination and the I ...<l'ling, Mark Moravec on 
PSI'Ufo Phenomena, Magda G raham on pagan occultism, and J enny Randles reporting 
on the ongoing research proj ect into coincidences . 

Please send £1 for each issue ( cheques & P .o. • s  payable to ' CcDDon G round' ) 
to Kevin McClure, 14, Northfold Road, Knighton, Leicester . 'ttlar*s l 
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Like 50 � of the other authors who write for "� G rowld'' , Tony Boo�h is 

sc:.eone I have often corresporxied with over the years, but have never met . Q1e 
day, we shall have to have a meet of all our contributors l Tony is an experienced 
and established researcher in the North-West , and runs the Paranormal Research 
Society (111ho can be contacted at 4, Heaton Road, Bradley Fold, 801 ton, Lanes • )  • 
His part icular interest is the investigation of hauntings. 

LOCATING GHOSTS 
by TONY BOOTH 

Anyone who has atterapted the unenviable task of investigating ghost phel'lCIIlena 
will appreciate that there are immense difficulties encountered in commencing 
such a proj ect .  L'nlike many other forms of -paranormal research, the apparatus is 
itself the subject. I t  is a relatively simple matter to prepare a subject and 
location for researching ESP ;  one has merely to obtain a sui table volunteer and 

serene surroundings, arxi prepare a format for the experiment . Similarly with, say 
hypnotic regress ion, or dowsing, or spirit communication experiments - they all 
adhere willingly to scientific study and method. But ghost phenomena are different . 
We cannot hope to produce them at will, in sui table surroundings or at convenient 
times . Essentially, we cannot prepare for them. 

Ghosts are, in one sense, the very essence of all paranormal subj ect s .  They 
were one of the very first kinds of phenomena to be recorded, one of the first to 
be im:est i9ated seriously, yet we still know little more now than we did a century 
ago . In researching the subject-matter we find a reason - they are unpredictable, 
inconvenient, i1lD :110st difficult to investigate. They are the original enit,JDa 
shrouded in beliefs, hlllllan bias, arxi a doc;Jnatic trait of illusiveness . Parapsy­
chologists exami ning the subj ect find their cause lost before they start, for one 
of the IDOSt caaplex problems of th�ir investigation is simply to fi nd them. 

So lolhere do we start? The media, naturally, supply a constant stream of 
reports . :'oiewspapers , magazines , and the ai nraves appear to have an unquenchable 
thirst for ghost stories, the consumption of which is almost phenomenal in itself 
arxi therefore , not surprisingly, rarely satisfactory in its appraisal of facts . 
It is an unfortunate truth that IDOSt reports are subj ect to j ournali stic expansion. 
That is to say, they tend to exaggerate - well , I suppose they do have to sell 
newspapers , and what would Sunday be without a good ghost story? Alas , this 
doesn ' t  help the serious investigator . 

Nevertheless they cannot be ignored• news�rs and magazines do offer names 
and places, arxi that is a starting point. One aust then becxDe detective, and sift 
thl'OUQh the facts, interview proprietors , and find saDe way of discovering the 
reality behind the reports .  This in itself is a task requiring patience and an 
insight in to hl.IIWl psychology, for we have to find out who might have been exaQCJ­
erating - the newspaper reporter or the witness to the phenomenon. Publication of 
ghost reports often 111eans S<DeOne, somewhere is to gain by i t .  I f  it ' s  the news­
paper, this is easily fowld out by interviewing the actual witnesses . However, if 
it ' s  the wi tness , then only good observation and analysis wil l  detect it . 

From my experience , a careful check of details often uncovers the fakes . 
�rs of pubs , clubs, and so on frequently contact newspapers to infom them 
that their particular building ·is haunted, and give a credible b�round story to 
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enhance i t .  This is all part of prcaotion. A ghost repo� '!lives free advertisi�, 
saaetiales in the national press, free ' word of aaouth ' publ�c1 �Y ar:o an . eye-catching 

· · ck for the public to remember the location. Clearly 1 t 1s f1nanc1ally =icial to have a haunted building frequented bl:' a �ying �l�c. 11le �st way 
oL discovering the frauds is to enquire about pos51bly 1nvest1gat1ng the s1 te - you 
will get a resounding • no• • If you prove the building is ' not '  haunted then they 
have lost their publicity. 

But ghosts don' t  j ust frequent pubs ard clubs of course. Q1e of th� mos� 
� reports received by newspapers is the haunting of hcaes ,  pl�ces

. 
1n which 

. 
people live. Once aQain the frauds are easily uncovered. An �nat1on of the1r 
hale and a carefully-worded interview may uncover problems �s1de the sc>-called 
haunting . For exaa�Ple , they may wish to nove fraa one . COWlC11 p�rty to another, 
but have not been given pem:ission by the local authonty ; cr�at1ng a ghost may he�p 
obtain their desired move. SCDe aay ccaplain of nervous tenuon ard ��n succeed 1n 
9aining a doctor • s certificate to help matters . Other . 

reports llla.Y ong�nat� through 
the occupants desi re to attract attention to poor hous1ng • The co� lus1on 15 always 
the scae : if the report has been highly publicised, it should be t_rlghly suspect . An 
esti.aate of one report in twenty being authentic would not , I bel1eve, be far wrong. 

But there are other, often more trustworthy means of finding ghosts .  Q1e method 
is to search through pages of accounts of phencnena in ghost �ilation books · . �he 
aarket is now more enthusiastic about publishing realistic stor1es of ghost act1v1ty 
in this fona. Tourist boards have even published their own booklets giving detail s  
of locations and histories for each area o f  G reat Britain. well-known authors have 
produced compilations of ghost reports - one such

. 
is Andr� Green. Th�se booi_cs . 

offer the parapsychologist an easy method to obtun locat1ons, and the1r publ1cat1on 
is welccne .  Most accounts are authentic ,  ard are usually the result of saDe 
prolonged research undertaken by the author. Unfortunately, the investigator has 
still to play detective and sift through the reports ,  as many may well be outdated 
and doma.nt ; quite often a simple letter of enquiry will be sufficient for thi s .  

By far the best way o f  gaining information on ' hauntings ' is by word o f  mouth . 
Ne all overhear ghost stories in our everyday life, but rarely enquire further than 
the description given. As investigators we are in an unique position - we are 
curious, and can ask questions others may ass1..111e answered. we can follow-up a ghost 
story overheard, either by tracing back through the people who have heard it or, if 
the data is available, go direct to the location and make enquiries. Reports by 
word of mouth very often become distorted, but the essential paranormal content is 
usually factual , and that is all we need . 

Of course, experienced investigators wi l l  know that once you have overcome the 
problem of finding a location, another difficulty takes its place - how do you then 
obtain permission to investigate? For saoe proprietors it may mean giving the 
investigators total t rus t ,  leaving them alone in the building, hoping they won• t 
dalaaQe or steal anything . The investigator has an :iJIIaense task - he must convince 
a ccaplete stranger that he is hones t ,  trustworthy, and reliable. That i sn' t easyl 
It helps i f  you are a recognised society or club dealing with the serious study of 
paranpnaal activity, and have previous cases to use as references , but the simple 
fact i s  that if he doesn' t want you to investigate, you never will. At the s.-e 
tU. you must assess his credibility and attempt to find out whether the report i s  
factual and authentic, for i f  you were t o  involve yourself in �thing that is 
purely a publicity statement then word will travel fast aiiiOJ'll1 parapsychologists, the 
press ,  and the mecna in general . Perseverance and patience will eventually bring 
about a location that appears authentic and where the occupants are willing to · 
permit an investigation

'
; that is the initial objective without which the eni9M 

cannot even be tackled. 11le time you spend obtai ni ng  a location often extends beyond 
the lilai. t of active phenomena occurring there, but no matter how many times you fail 
to obtain locations, curiosity wi l l · ensure that you continue to strive to firxi one -
because you know that to examine ghosts you need first to find them • • • • but 
isn' t this where I came in? 
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Shortly After a:;s went out, containiiJQ Alan Cleaver' s  remarks about the SpiriCCD 

IUChi.ne, I received an intri<;�uiiJQ letter fraa Alexander Mac:Ra.e, Director of the 

GEN Research Institute, on Skye. He made a n\ftber of pertinent criticisms of 

the clailas so far llade, the most direct of which related to the cost of the device. 

Alan had estimated "several thousand pounds" ; Mac:Rae felt that £30 would cover the 

oost of the basic blocks, excludiiJQ the tape-recorder. COnsequently, when I 

heard that �ae was to 90 and see for himself lllha.t was 90il1Q on, I decided to 

ask him to s�.�����arise, briefly, his initial reactions when he returned 

RR:EJ.lK'JrJEIJROUGB ! AGAIN? 
ALEXANDER MACRAE 

I first heard that saaethi119 unusual was �IJQ in the world of the EVP 
(Electronic Voice Phenaaenon) fraa Peter Jones and Richard Shear<;10ld. Apparently 
saae people in America had succeeded in produciiJQ prolonged 2-way conversations. 
Psychic � announced the inventors as the Metascience Foundation, and Alan 
Cleaver kincUy lent me a sample tape. At first i.Jipressed, I gradually grew more 
suspicious . So I went to America to see the president of Metascience, George Meek. 

�tascience• s 'Spirioom' is much more complex than previous EVP devices . 
Their � 4 system is as follows ; - a set of tones ranging fran 131 to 701 Hz is 
used to amplitude iDOdulate a transmitter set to about .30 Mhz . The transmitted 
radiation is detected by a receiver, the loudspeaker of which is in another roan, 
together with a tape recorder. I won' t bore you with equations, but amplitude 
modulation produces an interesting effect . Suppose you have a transmitter set to 
30 �. and you examine its radio spectrum. What you will find is one line 
corresponding to 30 �. known as the • carrier frequency ' .  Suppose, next , you 
amplitude modulate this carrier by a 1Khz tone - that is,  you vary its energy level 
1 , 000 t:illles a second - then the s�trllll now shows three lines, one, at .30 Mhz, 
the original carrier, plus two new lines, one on eacli"STde of the carrier • • 
one at 30 � minus 1Khz, called the ' lower side-frequency' , the other at .30 Mhz 
plus 1Khz, called the ' upper side-frequency' • So, if you modulate a .30 Mhz 
carrier with 13 tones the result is 13 lower side-frequencies plus a carrier plus 
13 upper side-frequencies - 27 lines in all - lines packed so finely it is like 
trying to measure the length of a finger in millionths of an inch. 

What the interfering entity has to do is produce a voice-like sound, either 
by suppressing urwanted side-frequencies , or by edwx:ing wanted side-frequencies, 
and it has to aaanipulate those frequencies in pairs • • if it affects the 
9th lONer side-frequency then it also has to affea the 9th t.PPER side-frequency 

if it was to affect only one side we would hear that peculiar and 
uraistakeable distortion known as ' single sideband' . So this is a rather oaaplex 
- and, to be quite frank - rather w'll.ikely process. 

What of those 13  tones do they have an •occult significance' ?  They 
are simply part of a typical glottal pulse spectna. (Glottal pulses are impulses 
of air produced by the vocal cords . I f  you hold a. fiR}er . to your neck and say the 
word ' speaks ' , then you will feel a vibration when you voice the sound 1 --ea--1 •  
This is called a ' voiced' sound, and these are mainly vowels ) .  Psychoacoustic 
experiments show that intelli<;�ence is carried less by vowels than consonants. For 
example, ' the rain in Spain' can be said as ' the rine in Spine• or ' the ren in Spen' 
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or ' the  roin in Spoin' , and still be understandable. Qle can even replace all 
the vowels with a neutral ' uh ' sound try saying, •ntu run in Spun fulls 
IIUnl.u un thu plun' • It  still has saDe intellic;�ibili ty . But now replace the 
consonants,  with a neutral 'd' . ' De  daid id Ddaid daddd daidy id de ddaid' . 
Which is a little like listening to Beethoven' s Fifth in Morse. But here ' s  the 
rub those 13 tones do not contain the frequencies needed to form 
consonan�s 

Your knowledge of linguistics can help in EVP research. Take the example! on 
the tape where the Spiricaa operator is contacted by an entity said to be a 
Virginian who died in 1830. The operator says , "You sound like a robot" ,  and the 
entity replies , "I do? Well maybe I a1a a robot" . l-tiiD • 

In England, prior to 18.30, Regency bucks found it a. good bird-pulling gambit 
to pretend to be French. Thus the drawling scnozz-orientated noise known as an 
' upper class accent ' entered the English language, along with other contaminations 
and affectations . In rural Virginia, thouQh, the language remained pure. So 
should we expect a rural Virc;�inian to say "I do" , rather than "Do I?" Should we 
expect him to say ''O.K." as frequently as he does ,  when this would have been a very 
new-fa.D:Jled term in 1830, especially to a (prestm�ably) elderly rural Virginian. 
More curious still is his familiarity with the word ' robot ' , which did not exist 
prior to 19231 The Spiricaa operator, Wi.lliam, has a habit of saying 'Oh boy' 
frequently, and this mannerism is also heard in the entity (who twice asks for 
permission to laugh ) ,  but in a more exaggerated form. So what are � to make of 
all this? 

In the Metascience publications it is pointed out that in the lower astral 
pranksters and mimics exist .  One could have one' s  leg pulled by an entity claiming 
to have died centuries before, or equally, to be saneone still alive. Although it 
JU.Y cause Great Aunt Agatha of the SPR to reach for the Society' s  smelling salts , 
Neek does not seem the sort of chap to call a spade an earth transference implement , 
or a spirit an altered state of consciousness, and by having the guts to try fitting 
the astral into an EVP hypothesis he has caused sane puzzling features to be seen 
fraa a fresh viewpoint . For example, Ellis , Jones, and the writer have remarked 
�n the abnormal brevity of EVP C<mDunications. By attributing this to lowe.r 
astral contact, Metascience conform well with the findings of Monroe and Swedenborg. 

In the lK it was reported that the success of Spirican was � due to the 
equipaent . ( it was also said that the equipnent cost £2, CXX> - £3,CXX>) .  But Meta­
science are not in the business of selling equipnent , and as I understand it there 
are three principal elements in the Spirican process ;  ( 1 )  The equipnent ; ( 2 )  The 
operator ; ( 3 )  the 'Other Side' contact . In our discussions, Meek showed himself 
aware of the placebo effect (with re<;�ard to another Metascience device, and if a 
placebo can modify the physiological stat9 then why not the pres\.lllably less intrac­
table psychic state? Could it be that what we hear is the result of physical 
.W.umship impinging upon the device, with the device having saaething of a ritual­
istic significance, like ' Aum mani padne h\.1111 , or ' Abracadabra'? niere are other 
clues which seem to point to this possibility .  ( 1 )  I f  we hi<;lh-pass filter the 
SpiricaD tape we <;�et strongly accentuated speech; but if we replace the cassette 
with the one bearing the 13 tones, nothing <;�ets througl1. This shows that the voice 
frequencies were not present in the original13 tones . (2)  When no entity is 
present then the 13 tones should caDe straight through, WDOdi.fied, as a background 
mise. They don' t .  That continual buzzing you hear is saneone saaewhere running a 
glottal pulse rate generator. ( 3) In EVP research the wide variety of different 
8ethods which depend largely on operator preference tend to support the view 'that 
if you have confidence in your particular method, then your expectation of results 
is that much higher. Again, saae methods , such as that of the diode, should not 
work as well as they do - as is pointed out in the Spirioom manual , and by the 
writer . 
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What then is real? A study of the Spiricaa technical maraaal ( and  every 
researcher should have one )  will show a record of the best research prograiiiDe 
curied OU't in EVP to date. It is deep and thoughtful . It spots problems others 
lli.ssed, and ccaes up with solutions that are i..ma.g:inative and technically ccapetent . 
Compare this with Ell is ' s  technical journalism, accepted by the SPR as ' research • ,  
and you will see lllhat research is about , in the real world. This is real . Other 
�ascienc:e publications show a grasp of the wider issues involved, and have a 
true bearing on longer tem obj ectives . This is all worthwhile, and should be 
supported. The equi(Dent , as equipnent , is I"'I%Jaa.l and caapetently desionecf, The 
voices on the tape are of good intelligibility, and with the exception of ' the 
Virginian• U1e entities seem quite plausible. All this is real . \tlhat is insuff­
icient is a l(X)ll; technical explanation of why Spiricaa works, plus the fact that 
now and then on the tape, one seems to glimpse the ' hand' of a producer . 

Ideal SolutionsP 
These two items come from a 1981 copy of the U.S. aag . Ideal ' s  UFO magazine . 
I � you will find them to be as valuable as I didl 
Letter, from Paul Angelo, Berkeley, Calif. "CAttle Mutilations" . 
After reading your article "UFO' s and cattle MUtilations" , I ' ve decided to 
write to you . �ybe my 28 years of research in the ancient history of 
religions and cults will be of help to you in understanding these mysterious 
events . 
To help you �lve this mystery I will tell you something I know. Firs t ,  
since '.'F'O' s are subterrestrial , any high-pitched s ound  like a dog whistle 
wi ll .:!ri ve them off. UFO' s are spotted close to mountains . They do not 
take energy frCIII anything we have since they only use negative energy . UFO 
occupants are trying to find out how to stop us by kidnapping people and 
mutilating c.nimal :; .  I believe they are trying to find our weaknesses . 

Letter, frm �rman Hamilton, QJebec, CAnada. "Men in Black" . 
I believe . the Men in Black exist in the subcor.scious mind .  In my op1.ru.on, the pyraau.ds have a lot to do with thi s .  One llaY ask: "A pyramid?" Allow me to e:'Cplain. 
Qle night I had j us t  finished l'laking a 1 . 5  foot pyramid of Bristol board. That niQht ,_,"hen I went to sleep early, I saw this thing - COIIIpletely covered in black. It looked for same reason very awkward and bulky, For some reason it did not bother me, although I could feel my body being touched and :llY hair pulled. I wanted to move, but I couldn • t. I felt like I was being held by some "force" . The thing that fascinated me was that I couldn' t  feel fear. 
.Ul o� these strange occurrences -. pyramid po.er, Men in Black, psychic expenences , etc. - could all have same underlying connection within the 
depths of the mind 

· 
+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Dlas1ng Remarks 
I f  one particular difference can be detected between the approach and priorities 

of A.S .S .A.P .  and the S .P .R .  , it is perhaps in their attitudes to spontaneous phen­
�na, and their significance. Superficially, at least A.S .S .A.P . with its core of 
highly experienced UFO investigators , is oriented towards the one-offs , the cases 
that can only be investigated in retrospect , at second-hand at bes t .  we, the 
A.S .S .A.P .  membership; are broadly inclined to accept that reports o� this kind may ,  
in certain circumstances , be of actual phenomena. I suspect that those who run the 
S .P . R . ,  and probably many others within i t ,  would not concur. The difference in 
attitude differ.s according to the standard and type of evidence regarded as being 
acceptable. 

I think it is true to say that several of us who have maintained contacts with 
the S .P .R .  have been delighted to find how open are the lines of ca1111unication ; how 
great is the willingness to help, to share knowledge and experience. Indeed, I now 
imagine that , had there been a cooling-of� period in 1981 , and had the vital ( and  
surely inevitable, eventually )  withdrawal o� the us e  of block proxy votes at the 
A.G .M. been o�fered by those who, at the time, were in a position in the S .P .R.  to 
do so, there would have been a zrinimlD of unpleasantness .  This is not to say that 
A.S .S .A.P . should not have been fo�; as I say, its priorities , interests, and 
experience, are markedly different , and it is capable of u.rxiertaking tasks and 
investigations that the S .P .R . ,  for a wide variety of reasons , never would, even if 
it had the members to do so. But had the affairs of 1981 been a little less nasty, 
it is j ust possible that minds might have been a little more open ; that time and 
nervous energy might have been saved. 

There is no doubt that spontaneous phenomena - and this title covers an immense 
area, including ghosts , apparitions, aerial lights , UPQ• s ,  seance productions , · 
religious visions.- and far more - are hugely important . Far more important , I 
would hazard, thdll lab. psi research has ever been to date. The Ganzfeld and the 
mini-lab. are not going to tell us much about the nature of either the present or 
the future of mankind, or the meaning of our life on earth ; some of the others j ust 
might . 

But this does not mean that we can set aside ·the methods or the standards of 
pure scientific research, or the value of real evidence . The failure of lab psi 
research to prove anything beyond arg�.&��ent should not deter us . As Tony Ortzen 
sensibly points out in his aricle, while we cannot expect spontaneous phenomena to 
be repeatable at wil l ,  it certainly enhances their credibility, and ours, i f  they 
can be shown to have occurred repeatedly over a period of time, and in a similar 
way, so that continuity can be observed. And, as Tony also remarks , · reports of 
phencaena are more likely to be accepted if those who witness and investigate them 
can show themselves to be intelligent , objective and dare I say, 5-uccessful and 
respected in business, or another unrelated field of endeavour . Perhaps , sillply, 
because saDeOne in that situation would have more to lose if they were thought to 
be foolish or deceitful .  

During this past quarter, I have cc:me across two pa...�icularly fine examples of 
intelligent investigation both, oddly enough, undertaken by individuals who in my 
opinion fit the conditions outlined above with regard to their other achievements • 
"nle first is the article ' Balls. Of Light ' in 'Probe Report ' (see Abstracts ) ,  in 
which he relates a wide range of examples of people seeing j ust that . Taking" 
reports Under headings such as ''Mysterious Spheres" , "Natural Causes" , �host 
Lights" , "Fireballs" , "Ball Lightning" , ''Foo Fighters" , "Angels" , and "Organic 
lEO' s" , he considers all the phencaena on the basis that they are essentially one 
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and the s.e, and produces a thoroughly viable thesis that. as many of these exaiJIPles 
seea to respond to h!Dall interest and intention, then it may be tha.t the phenomena 
thelllselves have ir¥1erent intelligence, or external control . Evans says no 1110re than 
that, btrt absurdly enough it has not been said so convincill!JlY before. By arguing 
� evidence, .!2!_ contimri.ty , he strengthens his case no end. 

The secxxd example is the recent work of Or .Alvin Lawson, soon to be presented 
in full in ·�a' ( see Abst racts ,  aQain ) .  U.Son was the originator of exper­
iments on illaQinary abductees , where he regressed intelligent, imaginative students 
lllho claimed no UFO experience, and found that they ca.e out with ' JDaM)ries ' very 
siai lar to the • ...aries ' of those who claimed OOIIPlex lFO encounters . He has now 
progressed fraa that to analyse many StqJpOSed lFO abducti�type cases , both 
claimed and suggested, and has found in thea I'Uiterous consistent ela.ents that 
suggest that the • __,ries ' of encounters with aliens are actually sub-conscious 
interpretations of the trauaa of that IIK)St caaon of htaan experiences , birth . 
�le the ' Bi rth Tra&aa' theory is not perfect - not yet - it already presents a 
st rong challenge to many of the accepted patterns of UFO encounters . I t ,  too, 
argues fraa evidence, and for continuity and CCIIIDQn experience. Though it argues 
against the paranormal expia:Oation, whe.-eas Evans could be said to have argued !2::. 
i t ,  the method lllaintains great credibility . It may be much the sort of method that 
the worthies of the S .P .R . have tried to use over the years , but it is none the 
worse for that . 

Though approaching what often appear to be ell!Jrossing exci till!J phenomena with 
an essentially scientific method may seem on the one hand obvious, and on the other 
rather boring, I feel that such a reminder is timely . Many of us involved in the 
various area;; of paranormal research - particularly, oddly enough, those of us who 
edit and labour over many of its lit t le j ournals and magazines - can trace our 
initial interest back to the latter part of the Sixties , when peace, love, dope, 
and ' the occult ' al l rested happily together in our newly open minds . Reading 
raagazines of that period one ca11es across odd naates in odd places ; I would think 
that Colin 3ord would like to buy up all the remaining copies of one issue of 

Gandalf' s Gardenl But that was what fired our i,nterest ,  an interest that has bE.oen 
susto..ined ever since, while taking on :nore informed, 1110re mature, even, i a  IIK)St 
cases , nore sceptical characteristics . Consequently, it may seem rather cynical 
to carp on about the ��oay in which we represent ourselves and our subject in public 
now. !llonetheless ,  I think I should do so. 

I '11 wri tU., this the day afte� the BBC, on • Believe it or Not ' , yet again 
managed to make utology look thoroughly absurd. Knowing that sane individuals who 
ought to be among our leading researchers - they certainly have the knowledge and 
ability to be - are chasing round the country seekill!J 'buried treasure, receiving 
and giving ' psychic' ��essages , even fighting "psychic battles" is no canf'ort at all ; 
I all appalled at the thought of what the media will make of it when (not if) they 
find out . It may be that we are Olristians , or Buddhists , or TheOSophists , or 
Spiritualists .  We may believe that there are people under the earth, or that the 
wrld is about to end, or that a new age is a-calling, or that ancient man knew all 
the secrets of the universe. We �  even, scae of us ,  believe that we have been 
' chosen' to play scae vital role in the future of the world, in conjunction with 
ext ra-terrestrials. But so lOfliJ as we wish to be regarded as serious, credible 
researchers , and to represent a serious body, be it A.S .s .A.P . ,  the s .P .R . ,  tFOIN, 
�. or any other, any such beliefs must take a back seat. It � SeEB a little 
naive to regud our research as a cause, but if it wasn' t in some way, then I doubt 
�t so many of us would be prepared to put so much time and effort into it . I t  
woul�· be ni ce  i f  we could al l  ' COllie out ' with our hopes , beliefs , and convictions , 
but J USt Yet they are only likely to meet with a gale of laughter. For now, I 
suspect that we should discuss thEIIl between consenting adults , in private. To the 
public , and the media in particular, we should present our strongest evidence, and 
our JDOSt cooent and convincing spokesmen and women. 

KEVW McCWRE. 
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Being as I can have this page printed for no extra 
cos t , it  seems sens ible to fill it with same items 
that were too late to include elsewhere • 

r was very sorry to hear from Leslie Price of the 
death of Alun Virgin, who co-authored the excellent 
' Ouij a '  article in ([;4. Alun, who had one of the 
most comprehensive memories I ' ve ever came across , 
was a mine of infonnation on fringe religions and 
religious experience . He has helped me greatly on 
a number of occasions in my research , and I will 
miss his phone-calls greatly . Several of us will 
wish to extend our sympathies to Margaret , his wi.fe . 

On a happier note , congratulations to Sam and Bob 
Rickard ( cast in order of e.f.fort involved) on the 
birth of thei r second· son, Frederick on 17 .8 .82 .  
As yet , there have been no reports of phenanena 
accompanying the birth . 

An important event arranJed j ointly by ASSAP and the 
much-improved BUFORA takes place in Manchester . on 
October 9th . This is a seminar on the subj ect o.f the 
Witnes s and the Investigator , and the day will 
include .demonstrations , exercises , and mini-lectures 
on the subj �cts of interviewin;J technique, perception, 
and ethical relationships between witness and invest­
igator . Though , due to the experience o.f those who · 
are putting the event on ( and  because most research 
is UPO research ) the material will be UFO-oriented, 
the questions raised will apply to investigation o.f 
any spontaneous phenanena: for a ticket and further 
details of venue , etc ,  send £2 ( £1 . 50 for PSSAP and 
BuFrnA members ) to Peter Warrin,;Jton, 5, North Avenue , 
Burnage , Manchester , M19 2WR .  (Cheques & P .0 . ' s made 
payable to Bl.JFCRA Ltd please ) ·

. 
Finally , please remember to renew bot.h your ASSM' 
memberships and your subs to • camnon G round' . Your 

support is vi tal , and very much appreciated. 


